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DEDICATED 

to my ELDER PATERNAL UNCLE 
who worked day and night 

for socialism which allows 

no economic disparities 


agi — 


SHAIK KALESHA 
(1928-1998) 


SHAIK KALESHA , who is familiar to the people of Kavali 
area of Nellore district of Andhra Pradesh, was born to Shaik 
Badebi and Shaik Khader Saheb in Kuditipalem village of 
Nellore district on 11 July, 1928. He was in Vutukuru and 
Kancharapalem villages of the district during his childhood. 
He came into contact with Bejawada Gopalareddy and 
Puchalapalli Sundarayya at a young age and participated in the 
Indian Freedom struggle. At the age of 16 he was fascinated at 
the idea of the socialist society where no economic dispari- 
ties exist and joined the Communist Party of India (C.P.I.) to 
work for realising the idea. He married Rokhayabi, the second 
daughter of Shaik Khatijabi and Shaik Nanne Sahe who was his 
maternal uncle. In independent India, he participated in various 
struggles on people’s issues as a member of C.P.I. and was jailed 
several times. Later he inclined towards the revolutionary poli- 
tics of C.P.I. (M) and was jailed on account of that. After serv- 
ing the jail sentence, he rejoined C.P.I. (M) and worked 
untiringly solving the problems of people and won their admi- 
ration. Till the last stage of his life he kept on working for the 
welfare and development of people and extending his helping 
hand to the needy. Shaik Kalesha, who spent his life in the 
service of people till his last moment and became popular as 
“Communist Kalesha’ and won their love and admiration, passed 
away on 13 July, 1998 in Nellore town.¢ 
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SYED NASEER AHAMED 

Undavalli, 

Tadepallly Mandalam, 

Guntur District, 

Andhrapradesh. 
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For a long time I have been thinking of writing on 
FATHIMA SHAIK who is known as the first Muslim woman 
teacher of modern India. Last year I procured some information 
related to her and started writing the book but soon I shelved 
the work as a result of the negative opinions and difficulties I 
encountered in the process of procuring further information. 


Later in August 2020 I again wanted to write and restarted 
the search for information. I procured several books published 
on Jyothirao Phule and Savithribai Phule and studied them. 
To my surprise nowhere in any of the books was made any 
mention of Fathima Shaik with evidence. This disappointed 
me a lot. 


I decided not to step back even in that discouraging scenario 
and moved ahead with determination. I made up my mind to 
bring out a book with whatever information I was able to procure 
about Fathima Shaik, who is also known as the first Muslim 
Head Mistress of modern India. In that process I googled about 
Fathima Shaik and spoke extensively to several writers, history 
scholars, history researchers and other friends in Maharashtra. 
In that way I was able to procure information from several Urdu 
books, books, files and newspaper articles in Marathi which I 
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got translated into the languages I know - Hindi, Telugu and 
English. I took help from Internet and social media too. I 
studied thoroughly all that information and gave shape to this 
book in four months (October 2020 to January 2021). 


Even the history of Phule couple, who led the movement 
for the universalization of education in the first half of the 
Ninteenth century, was not recorded adequately till the 
beginning of twentieth century. Even in that history, three 
Muslims who played crucual role in the life and movement of 
Phule couple did not find proper palce. The three Muslims 
were Munshi Gafar Baig, Osman Shaik, and Fathima Shaik. 
When Jyotirao Phule's father Govindarao Phule bowed to the 
pressures of orthdox Brahmins and stopped sending Jyotirao 
to school, it was Munshi Gafar Baig who persuaded Govindarao 
to send Jyotirao to school again. When Govindarao Phule did 
not like the reforms undertaken by Phule couple and drove 
them out of his house, it was again a Muslim, Osman Shaik, 
who provided shelter to the couple in his house and allowed 
them to run a school there. Fathima Shaik played a prominent 
role in the movement which Phule couple had undertaken to 
run schools for the children, girls in particular, of Shudra and 
Athishudra communities. The reason why these three Muslims 
did not find proper place in the history of Phule couple is not 
known. 


After the history of Phule couple started coming into light, 
mentions of Fathima Shaik started appearing here and there. 
When campaigns on internet and social media gained 
momentum, the histories of Munshi Gafar Baig, Osman Shaik 
and Fathima Shaik started doing rounds through mobile phones. 
As a result of this, interest to know more about these great 
souls started growing among people. The increased interest 
among people prompted Maharashtra historians, writers, 
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activists and seekers of truth to search for more information 
and this search resulted in the publication of books, booklets, 
articles, reviews, analyses and videos which brought details 
about Fathima Shaik into light along with those of Phule couple. 


Then, with the limited information available, I began to 
work on the present book with the intention of introducing to 
readers ‘THE FIRST MUSLIM WOMAN TEACHER OF 
MODERN INDIA: FATHIMA SHAIK’ who played a distinctive 
role in the social movement led by Jyotirao Phule. Hence I 
cannot claim that this book is complete and comprehensive. 
For that matter no history can be complete and comprehensive. 
For a writer who writes a particular book it may appear to be 
complete and comprehensive. There are some books (written 
by me earlier) which I felt to be complete and comprehensive. 
Contrary to those books, I began this book with incomplete 
information and ended incomprehensively and hence I humbly 
declare that this book is far from being complete and 
comprehensive. 


I acknowledge my thanks to Dr. Vinodini Madasu (Yogi 
Vemana University, Kadapa) who wrote foreword to this book 
‘The First Muslim Waman Teacher of Modern India : Fathima 
Shaik’. I am thankful to the friends from Maharashtra who sent 
me the basic pictures of Fathima Shaik, the heroine of this 
book. These pictures served as the basis for painting her picture 
for this book; to Sri Arasavilli Giridhar (Vijayawada), renowned 
painter, who painted specially the picture of Fathima Shaik 
for this book from the basic pictures; to Shaik Abdulla 
(Vijayawada), another renowned artist , who gave good 
suggestions for painting the picture; to Sri Nalabothu Jayarajyu 
(Deepthi Graphics, Vinukonda) who, as usual, has been 
cooperative to me in all ways possible right from the beginning 
till the end of giving shape to this book;. 
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several books of mine into English. 


I pay homage to My maternal uncle Shaik Peer Ahmed 
(1939-2017), Chairman of Azad House of Publications, who 
encouraged and supported me in all my endeavours in my 
career as a writer and to my mother Syed Bibijan (1936-2008) 
who was always with me blessing and encouraging and read 
several useful Urdu books for me and explained to me the 
information from those books. 


It would not have been possible for me to complete this 
book in the absence of encouragement from my life partner 
Shaik Ramija Banu who has been the driving force behind all 
my endeavours and has always been helpful to me and the 
cooperation of my daughter Syed Jasmine Ahamed who has 
been watching my writing and encouraging me by questioning 
me whenever she sees my writing gets slowed down. 


For writing this book I took help both direct and indirect 
from several books, journals, individuals and organizations for 
getting information. Hence I cannot claim this book to be the 
result of my individual effort. This book has taken this shape 
as a result of the collective effort of many and I thank all the 
individuals, organizations, writers and publishers without whose 
help this book would not have been possible. Printing errors 
with regard to the dates and years crept into the original Telugu 
version of this book have been rectified in this English version. 
I humbly request the readers to bring to my notice their 
suggestions for further improvement of this book in the next 
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FOREWORD 


A HIDDEN FRAGMENT OF HISTORY 
FATHIMA SHAIK, 
ANOTHER PIONEER OF MODERN EDUCATION 


FOR GIRLS. 


Great deeds of many noble souls went unrecorded in our 
history as all our history indulged in eulogizing the greatness 
and fame of a selected few. The history written to satisfy the 
wishes of the priestly class and ruling class ignored to record 
the great deeds of common people. It is because of this that 
the new generation of historians opine that the history we have 
read is incomplete and incomprehensive. 


The history of many noble souls who toiled hard for the 
society and people was broken into fragments and remained 
buried under darkness without seeing the light of the day. Some 
new historians are now holding torches and digging out the 
forgotten history from under the debris of darkness. They are 
constructing a new history by piecing together the fragments 
of information they find. They are introducing to society the 
lives of many noble souls who sacrificed their lives for the 
betterment of society. 


The name of Jyotirao Phule has been very popular in Telugu 
society for the last two decades. Soon after that Telugu people 
came to know the greatness of Savithribai Phule. We can 
understand the immensity of the influence of dominating castes 
behind why the history of the great woman who ran schools 
for Shudra and Athishudra girls 170 years ago has not found 
place in school text books till now. 


Till recent time even the name of Fathima Shaik is not 
known to readers. Her name came into light only after her 
name was mentioned here and there by a few scholars. It took 
so much time to know that Fatima Shaik’s name comes next to 
Savithribai Phule among the two women pioneers who fought 
for the education of the girl child. Syed Naseer Ahamed took 
pains to gather information about her from books and historical 
documents from far off places and gave shape to Fathima 
Shaik’s history. It is known from the sources mentioned by 
Naseer Ahamed that he consulted many books from 
Maharashtra and spoke to several historians and writers from 
Maharashtra to cull information to write this book. 


Several details about the life of the First Muslim Woman 
Teacher of Modern India, Fathima Shaik, have been given in 
this book. Besides her personal life, we can also see in this 
book the courage and generosity behind the services she 
rendered. In those days women education was something 
unthinkable. That Fathima Shaik received modern education 
and underwent teacher training along with Savithribai Phule 
amidst such adverse conditions stand testimony to her 
commitment for social service. 

In those days there was more opposition to women 
education than the opposition to education for Shudras. The 
condition was no better for Muslim women with the only 
exception that they had permission for religious education. 
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Syed Naseer Ahamed recorded in this book how orthodox 
Muslim leaders of those days opposed modern education for 
Muslim women. It is admirable that Fathima Shaik surmounted 
all the hurdles and learnt Marathi and English along with Urdu 
and Arabic languages. 


Besides information about Fathima Shaik, information 
about Osman Shaik (Fathima Shaik’s brother) and Munshi Gafar 
Baig who was helpful to Mahathma Jyothirao Phule in his 
education and movement is also given in this book titled ‘The 
First Muslim Woman Teacher of Modern India : Fathima 
Shaik’. Mahathma Jyotirao Phule’s friend Osman Shaik and his 
sister Fathima Shaik not only supported his social activities 
but also converted a part of their house into a school and helped 
him in promoting education for girls. Savithribai Phule and 
Fathima Shaik were the courageous women of India who 
undertook door to door campaign for educating girls. They 
were the first teacher activists who faced the worst kind of 
insult and stood strongly and firmly for girls’ education. 


Syed Naseer Ahamed revealed many new things in this book 
citing historical evidences wherever necessary. When we read 
books of this kind, we understand that the services rendered 
by many noble souls were kept in darkness by some persons 
and forces. Only a historian with an alternative ideology and a 
passion to reveal true history to people can unravel history of 
this kind. It is appreciable that some historians in Maharashtra 
are making efforts in this direction. Some historians, writers 
and activists in Telugu also are trying to rewrite the history of 
Bahujans. 

It is in this context that we have to recognize the book 
being brought out by Syed Naseer Ahmed. The efforts being 
made by Naseer Ahamed to find out the hidden fragments of 
history and to put them together in order and hand it to the 
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readers is very valuable. We can hope that this information 
will serve as a guide for future researchers of history. 


Syed Naseer Ahamed is a historian familiar to Telugu 
readers. We know that he has written several books explaining 
the role of Muslims in the freedom struggle. He researched 
into the history of many forgotten heroes of freedom struggle 
and recorded their sacrifices in his books. This is the 20th 
book in the succession of his books. Syed Naseer Ahamed 
deserves our complements for revealing to us the details of 
Fathima Shaik, Osman Shaik and Munshi Gafar Beig. As he 
has rightly said, this book is far from complete and 
comprehensive but it is a fact that the valuable information 
given in this book will be useful in that it will lead to more and 
more research in future. 


In the Appendix of this book are added Hindi, Urdu, Telugu 
and English translations of a poem of appreciation titled 
‘Manav Muhammad’ written by Mahathma Jyotirao Phule about 
Islam, Prophet Muhammad(s) and Muslim society. The writer 
mentioned in the book that living together with Muslim 
community, working together with Muslims and seeing 
Muslims from close quarters might have provoked Mahathma 
Jyothirao Phule to write that poem. The works and life of 
Mahathma Jyotirao Phule reveal the relations the Muslim 
community of those days had with bahujans. 


My hearty congratulations to the attempt of Syed Naseer 
Ahamed in weaving together the details of Fatima Shaik in the 
form of a book and handing them to the readers. I hope that 
people from now on will respectfully add the name of Fathima 
Shaik beside the name of Savithribai Phule and take both of 
them to their bossom as the pioneers of modern education 
for girls. ® 
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APENDEX is 55 
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THANKS si 68 


WRITERS INTRODUCTION see 70 
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Wien Mahathma Jyotirao Phule (1827-1890) and his wife 
Savithribai Phule (1831-1897) started a social movement to educate 
Shudra and Athishudra communities particularly girls who were kept 
away from education for many centuries in our country, it was a Muslim 
family that supported the movement in its initial stages and FATHIMA 
SHAIK was a member of that Muslim family. She was a great activist 
in the social movement started by Jyotirao Phule. She worked along 
with Savithribai Phule who undertook to educate girls. Fatima Shaik 
was areformer who campaigned door to door the benefits of education. 
Fathima Shaik was an educationist who stepped forward with the vision 
of universalizing education for building a prosperous society in India. 
Fathima Shaik was the first Muslim woman who underwent training in 
an official Teacher Training Institute to become eligible to teach in the 
schools of modern India. Thus Fathima Shaik was the first Muslim 
woman teacher who taught after undergoing proper training in a Teacher 
Training Institute in the education system of modern India. Fathima 
Shaik was also the first Muslim Head Mistress who received training 
in a Teacher Training Institute and who ably managed the schools 
established by Mahathma Jyotirao Phule. 

Fathima Shaik, who volunteered to work along with Mahathma 
Jyotirao Phule and Savithribai Phule in their mission to educate the 


girls of dalit and bahujan communities 170 years ago in the initial days 


Syed Naseer Ahamed 


of the modern education system of India, was a resident of Pune city. 
Her family migrated from Uttar Pradesh to Maharashtra and settled in 
Malegaon of present day Nasik District. Her family members were 
handloom textile merchants. Subsequently the family shifted its residence 
to Pune from Malegaon owing to the crisis that arose in handloom 
textile business and drought conditions. 


Fathima Shaik lost her parents at a very young age. She grew up 
under the guardianship of her brother Osman Shaik. Munshi Gafar 
Baig of Ganzpet in Pune stood as a father figure for the brother and 
sister. Thus her family settled in Ganzpet area in Pune city.(Sathyasodhak 
Fathima (Marathi article) Dr, Shamshuddin Thamboli, Muslim 
Sathyasodhak Pathrika, Editor : Dr. Shamshuddin Thamboli, July- 
August 2020, Pune, page.43) 


Fathima Shaik, her brother Osman Shaik and polyglot Munshi Gafar 
Baig extended their whole hearted help and cooperation to the social 
movement started by Mahathma Jyotirao Phule and his wife Savithribai 
Phule in Maharashtra with Pune as its centre with the noble aim of 
educating Shudra and Athishudra communities particularly girls. It is 
necessary to know the social conditions prevailing at that time in Pune 
region in order to understand the significance of their help and 
cooperation. 


SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE TIME 

All the social systems in Maharashtra during the time when Phule 
couple lived were under the control of Brahmanical, caste- feudal forces. 
As was remarked by Phule in his writings, the powerful caste system 
was hegemonizing over the oppressed castes and was exploiting their 
labour taking advantage of their ignorance and religious beliefs. The 
lives of women of all the castes and classes were in a deplorable 
condition. The society at that time did not recognize women as 
individuals and considered them as properties of families and as machines 
fulfilling physical, sexual and economic needs. (Social Revolutionary 
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Savithribai, an essay by Cynthia Stephen published in ‘Social 
Revolutionaries’, an anthology of essays, Hyderabad Book Trust, 
Hyderabad, 2010, Translation: Kathyayani page: 16) 


In those days, Shudra and Athishudra castes, besides women, were 
kept away from education. The superstitions prevailing in those days 
prevented the boys and girls of these castes from going to schools. 
People in those days strongly believed that Brahmins alone have the 
privilege for education and that Shudras and Athishudras have no such 
right. In those days all the books were in Sanskrit. As Sanskrit was 
considered as divine language, it was believed that none except Brahmins 
should learn that language. This was the problem. The well-to-do 
used to spend time comfortably at home and did not see the necessity 
of education. Their superstitious traditions and customs never allowed 
them to think of education. Some people who were devoted to religious 
traditions even thought that it inferior to send their children to schools. 
They considered it shameful to send their children to missionary 
schools.(Mahathma Jyotirao Phule by Dhanunjay Keer, Translation: 
B.Vijayabharathi, Hyderabad Book Trust, Hyderabad, 2018, page:10) 


MAHATHMA JYOTIRAO PHULE 

When such disastrous social conditions were prevailing, Mahathma 
Jyotirao Phule was born to Govindarao Phule and Chinmanabai in Poona 
on 11 April, 1827. Govindarao who was keen on education joined his 
seven year old son ina Marathi school. “The child was going to school 
and was studying diligently. When everything was going on well, someone 
polluted the mind of Govindarao. Consequently Govindarao had 
second thoughts about the usefulness of his son’s education. (Mahathma 
Jyotirao Phule by Dhanjay Keer, Translation: B.Vijayabharathi, 
Hyderabad Book Trust, Hyderabad,2018, page:10) 


That a Brahmin who was working as a clerk in the shop of 
Govindarao was influential enough to misguide him to discontinue his 
son’s education, it is understandable how sore it was for Brahmins 
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MAHATHMA JYOTIRAO PHULE-SAVITHRI BAI PHULE 


were to see a Shudra boy going to school. By that time Jyotiba almost 
completed his Marathi course. He learnt reading, writing and arithmetic. 
At that stage Govindarao discontinued Jyotiba’s education by heeding 
to the envious words of others. (Mahathma Jyotirao Phule by Dhanjay 
Keer, Translation: B.Vijayabharathi, Hyderabad Book Trust, 
Hyderabad,2018, page:10 ) 


GAFAR BAIG’S HELP TO JYOTIRAO 

Thus Jyothirao’s education came to an abrupt end. After that 
Govindarao married his son Jyotirao to Savithribai, an nine year old 
girl, in 1840. Munshi Gafar Baig was Govindarao’s neighbour. He 
was pained to see a good student like Jyotirao working in the flower 
garden with crowbar and spade after discontinuing his education. 
Jyotirao lost his mother at a very young age and his paternal aunt 
Sagunabai was very affectionate towards Jyotirao as if he was her 
own son. When she came to know about Govindarao’s action, she 
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rushed to Munshi Gatar Baig who was a teacher in Urdu and Persian 
languages and was a good friend of Govindarao. She requested Munshi 
Gafar Baig to persuade Govindarao about sending Jyotirao to school 
again.(Social Revolutionary Savithribai, an anthology of essays — 
‘Sagunabai — an inspiration to Phule couple’ an essay by Pamola 
Sardar, Telugu Translation:Kathyayani, Hyderabad Book Trust. 
Hyderabad, 2017, page.46) 


Munshi Gafar Baig, who also felt that the education ofa diligent 
student like Jyotirao should not come to an abrupt end, met a Christian 
Priest called Lizit and both of them persuaded Govindarao to send his 
son to school again. It was because of this persuasion that Jyotirao 
rejoined a Scottish Missionary School in 1941. By then Jyotirao lost 
three years of education but he was able to go to school again with the 
initiative of Munshi Gafar Baig.(Jyotirao Phule, Tarkateertha 
Lakshmansasthri Joshi, National Book Trust, New Delhi, India, 1992, 
page 07) Had Munshi Gafar Baig not played an active role in the 
student life of Jyotirao Phule, India would have missed the history of 
Mahathma Jyotirao Phule and the great social movement he started 
leading to several changes and reforms in India. 


Mentioning this in his book Syed Shah Ghaziuddin, renowned 
historian from Solapur, Maharashtra, remarked, ‘The role played by a 
Muslim teacher in the student life of Jyotiba stood as an important mile 
stone. The proficiency Jyotiba achieved in English during the course of 
his education was useful to him to study the books written by western 
reformers and played a pivotal role in filling his heart with social 
consciousness. The writers who applauded the role of Munshi Gafar 
Baig in transforming Jyotiba Phule into Mahathma Jyotiba Phule also 
discussed the valuable time lost by Jyotiba during his school days 
because ofa dishonest Brahmin.(Mahathma Jyothiba Phule(Hayat Aur 
Karname), Syed Shah Ghaziuddin, Idara Barae Mutalea Wa Tahqiq 
Takhe Deccan,Solapur, 2010, Page No. 34). 
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After studying in Scottish Missionary School, Jyotirao Phule studied 
in the Government School in Budhwar wada area where he developed 
intimate relationship with students belonging to various castes and 
religions. There he used to discuss relative merits and demerits of Islam 
and Hindu religions. (Jyotirao Phule, Tarkateertha Lakxmanshastri Joshi, 
National Book trust, New Delhi, India, 1992 page. 07) 


After completing his English education in 1847, Jyotirao Phule 
started taking part in his father’s business. The lofty ideas such as 
Humanity, Freedom and Equality expressed in the books of western 
and indigenous writers which he read did not allow him to settle in the 
business. As he studied about the changes happening in the countries 
of the world and the atmosphere of freedom in the societies there, his 
mind started thinking in various ways. 

A bad incident that happened at that time provoked in him a train 
of thoughts which decided the future course of action of Jyotirao Phule 
in the direction of a social movement and gifted Mahathma Jyotirao 
Phule to India. As a result of the churning of ideas that happened in his 
mind in the backdrop of that incident, he came to the conclusion that 
universalization of education was the only way to liberate Shudra and 
Athishudra castes and women from the hegemony of the Brahmanical 
social system. Pursuant to that conclusion he decided his future course 
of action which was to provide education to Shudra and Athishudra 
castes, particularly women, and began implementing it. 


A SCHOOL FOR GIRLS LAUNCHED 
Having decided on a concrete plan of action to educate Shudra 
and Athishudra communities particularly women, Jyotirao got ready to 
produce teachers. Firstly he educated his wife Savithribai and personally 
trained her to become a teacher. In the early days of 1848 he launched 
the first school for the girls of Shudra and Athishudra castes in Bhide 
Wada , Budhwar Peth, Poona. 
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HIGHER CASTES BECOME ANGRY 

Jyotirao Phule’s action angered the higher castes who could not 
tolerate launching ofa school for educating the girls of Shudra and 
Athishudra castes. ‘ This is a school for shudras started by a shudra. 
This is the first of its kind in the country. This caused a commotion in 
Brahmin circles. They considered it as a revolt and as treason. The 
Brahmin leaders became furious saying, ‘Knowledge and scholarship 
to Shudras? How sacrilegious it is! Where did they get the courage to 
do such things against the religion and god? When Shudras have no 
right to education, how can they have the right to teach? Is he not 
ashamed to be ready to teach girls? Has anyone seen girls being exposed 
to other men? All this is happening for the destruction of Hindu religion.’ 
(Mahathma Jyotirao Phule by Dhanjay Keer, Translation: 
B.Vijayabharathi, Hyderabad Book Trust, Hyderabad,2018, page:21) 


The forces who breathed fire on Jyotirao decided to stall him from 
going ahead in this matter. They threatened him first. Then they tried to 
dissuade him through the elders of the caste. All their attempts turned 
futile as Jyotirao started the school and made his wife Savithribai a 
teacher in the school. Jyotirao who wanted to run the school without 
any interruption went ahead not caring the adversity. 


Unable to stomach the actions of Jyotirao who would not heed to 
their words, the elders of Brahmanical social system chose another 
way to create hurdles in his way. The Brahmin leaders who are adept 
in bringing any situation under their control approached Jyotirao’s father 
Govindarao and started giving him trouble saying, “Your son has become 
a blemish on Hindu society. Your daughter-in-law is also bringing bad 
name to your caste. The two are violating the dharma. This is a sacrilege 
and a great sin. We order you on behalf of our religion and god. Tell 
them to stop all these things. Drive them out of your house if they don’t 
listen. (Mahathma Jyotirao Phule by Dhanjay Keer, Translation: 
B.Vijayabharathi, Hyderabad Book Trust, Hyderabad, 2018, page:21) 
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Being a man with strong beliefs in caste and religion, Govindarao 
obeyed the Brahmin leaders. He decided to dissuade his son from 
these activities and bring him round. There were severe arguments 
and discussions between the father and the son. Jyotirao made it clear 
to his father that he would not swerve from the path he had chosen. 
Expressing dislike towards the actions of his son, Govindarao ordered 
his son and his daughter-in-law to leave his house. 


OSMAN SHAIK’S HELP IN HARD TIME 

Consequent upon the social boycott and sanctions imposed on 
the Jyotirao Phule and his wife had to leave home with nothing except 
clothes. No one from his family or caste came forward to extend a 
helping hand or provide a shelter to them as they could not dare to 
question the sanctions of the Brahmanical social order of the day. But 
the couple were in the dire need of a shelter as they were driven out 
suddenly. No one in the neighbourhood of Govindarao could venture 
to provide shelter to them. 


At that hard time came forward Munshi Gafar Baig again to help 
them. He took the couple to Osman Shaik’s home in Ganzpet, Poona. 
Osman Shaik was a friend of Jyothirao. Osman Shaik instantly 
understood the problem his friend was facing and asked the couple to 
live in his house. Besides being generous, Osman Shaik was a man of 
broad social outlook with positive attitude towards girl child education 
and he readily allocated two rooms in his house for the couple. He 
immediately called his sister Fathima Shaik and asked her to make 
necessary arrangements. Osman Shaik assured Jyotirao Phule that he 
would help him in every possible way and acted accordingly.(Urdu 
Textbook, Second Class, Balabharathi, Maharashtra government 
publication, Poona, 2013, page.59) 


Mentioning this detailedly in his book ‘Kranthi Jyothi Savithribai 
Phule’, Dr. Tahera Shaik writes, ‘Shaik Osman provided Phule couple 
with not only shelter but also clothes, utensils and all other essential 
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things they needed. When Osman Shaik came to know that Jyotiba 
was going to start a school for dalit adults and that no one was willing 
to give their house for the purpose, he was pleased to permit Jyotiba 
to use his house for fulfilling his aim. Thus Osman Shaik’s house became 
the first School for dalit adults.... Osman Shaik’s sister Fathima Shaik 
helped Jyotiba Phule in various ways. (‘Kranthiyyothi Savithribai Phule, 
Dr. Tahera Shaik,Adil publications, Poona, 2014.page.55). These 
details about how Osman Shaik and Fatima Shaik helped Jyotirao 
Phule in his hard times were confirmed by the renowned writer Somnath 
Deskar under the caption ‘Were useful in hard times’ (Bure wakt mein 
kam aye) (Sant, Mahathma, Vicharak aur Islam (Hindi), a compilation: 
Somnath Deskar, Sandesh Prakashan, Poona,2014. Page.43) 


But renowned writer and historian Dhanunjay keer in his book 
Mahathma Jyothirao Phule (Page.25) and noted writer Tarkateertha 
Lakxmansastri Joshi in his book ‘ Jyotirao Phule’(English) (page. 11) 
wrote ‘(Jyotirao Phule) rented a site from a Muslim’. Later in a book 
‘Social Revolutionary Savithribai ( The life and Movement of Savithribai 
Phule) published in 2017 by Hyderabad Book Trust, in an essay titled 
‘Social Revolutionaries’ Cynthia Stephen wrote, ‘A Muslim person 
gave his building for school as a donation’ which means that Osman 
Shaik did not rent out his building for school but gave it for school free 
of cost. 


That Jyotirao Phule’s friend Osman Shaik provided shelter to Phule 
couple in his house during their hard time is indisputable as it is amply 
mentioned with details in their writings by the renowned history 
researcher Syed Shah Ghaziuddin(Solapur, Maharashtra), noted 
historian and writer of many books, Dinakar Vishnu Kakade (Meeraz, 
Maharashtra) who wrote a novel titled ‘Fathima Shaik’, famous 
journalist Dilip Mandal, Vandana Menon, Gayathri Mithra, Axa Khan, 
Sidhant Mohan, Suse, Je Tharoo, K. Lalitha. Divya Kandukuri, Deepthi 
Nagapaul; noted historian and writer Dr.Nasreen Ranjan Syed, 
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Dr. Tahera Shaik, Dr. Shamshuddin Tamboli , B.B.C.(Telugu) journalist 
Naseeruddin and others. 


When Jyotirao’s paternal aunt Sagunabai came to know that 
Jyotirao was driven out by his father Govindarao, she immediately 
rushed to meet Munshi Gafar Baig. When she learnt that Osman Shaik 
provided shelter to Jyotirao, she felt relieved and went to Osman Shaik’s 
house. Since then she remained supportive to her nephew and kept 
participating in his activities along with his nephew’s wife Savithribai 
and Osman Shaik’s sister Fathima Shaik. Till her death in 1854 she 
kept participating in the activities of Jyotirao Phule and extended her 
support to his social Movement.(Satyasodhak Fathima Shaik ( Marathi 
essay), Dr.Shamshuddin Tamboli, page.45) 


FATHIMA SHAIK WELCOMES 


PHULE COUPLE CORDIALLY 

Fathima Shaik along with her brother Osman Shaik welcomed 
Phule couple warmly into their house when Jyotirao was in the middle 
of the whirlpool of complex conditions but with the commitment to 
eradicate the ideas of slavery rooted firmly in the society by lighting the 
lamps of knowledge among the people who lost their freedom and 
were kept away from education because of their being considered as 
inferior castes. The brother and the sister helped Phule couple in all 
possible ways besides welcoming and providing shelter. 


Even before Phule couple took shelter in their house, Fathima Shaik 
was aware of the fact that Jyotirao Phule and his wife Savithribai Phule 
were committed firmly to educating the oppressed people and their 
girls and were going ahead with a strong determination surmounting 
the hurdles on their path. Knowing the adverse situation they were 
facing because of their commitment, she developed a lot of respect 
and admiration towards the couple. She was eager to see the couple 
and when she told her brother Osman Shaik about her wish, he 
promised that they would meet the couple soon. 
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Fathima Shaik was looking forward to meeting Phule couple. When 
Munshi Gafar Shaik brought Phule couple one day to their house and 
sought shelter for them in their house for which her brother instantly 
agreed, Fatima’s happiness knew no bounds. (Sathyasodhak Fatima 
Shaik (essay) by Dr. Shamshuddin Tamboli, page.44) 


With his brother Osman Shaik, a well-to-do person, providing 
shelter to his friend Jyotirao Phule and his wife Savithribai Phule in 
their house, Fathima was delighted and welcomed them warmly and 
treated them cordially. She gave them clothes and utensils and provisions 
for cooking and helped them in all possible ways.(Kranthijyothi, 
Savithribai Phule, Dr.Tahera Shaik, page.56) Besides being kind-hearted 
like her brother Osman Shaik, she had an understanding of the social 
situation of the times, a broad and positive outlook, and a reformist 
attitude. That is why the bother and the sister readily accommodated 
Phule couple in their house. 


FATHIMA COMFORTS SAVITHRIBAI 

‘Savithribai Phule’s parental home was a well-to-do family. She 
had all facilities in her in-law’s house also. She had no mother-in-law 
but her father-in-law treated her with love and affection like a mother. 
There were no restrictions on her in any matter. But the recent change 
that came over her father-in-law frightened her to the core. Fatima 
understood well the condition of Savithribai and used to comfort her. 
Living under the same roof, they became very close to each other. 
Savithribai mentioned this in her book like this: ‘When we were driven 
out of our house we were in deep distress, disappointment and fear. 
No one had the courage to give us shelter. At that hard time Osman 
Shaik and Fathima shaik stood by us and provided shelter. 
(Kranthijyothi Savithribai Phule, Dr. Tahera Shaik, Adil Publications, 
Pune, 2000. Pages.56-57) 
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FATHIMA LEARNS MARATHI 

Being born in an economically sound family, Fathima Shaik learnt 
Urdu language besides religious education with the encouragement of 
her brother. As a young woman with the ability to read and write 
Urdu, she had the intelligence to understand the society. (‘Fathima Shaik 
aur Chandbibi’, Dr. Nasreen Ranjan Syed, Jaid Publications House, 
Poona, 2018) It is natural that such a young woman decided to play 
her role in the realization of the aim of Phule couple who took shelter in 
her house. Her brother Osman Shaik also supported her decision and 
encouraged her to move ahead in that direction. She needed to pursue 
education in Marathi and English in order to teach like Jyotirao Phule 
and Savithribai Phule. Fathima Shaik started making attempts in that 
direction under the guidance of Phule couple. 


Meanwhile, having settled a little in Osman Shaik’s house, Jyotirao 
Phule decided to revive their school and started making attempts for 
that purpose. Delighted at this decision, Osman Shaik encouraged 
Jyotirao Phule to start the school in his house itself. Jyotirao, who was 
deeply worried about his attempts to realize his noble aims not receiving 
any help either from his family or from his caste and facing severe 
adversity from them, was greatly relieved and felt encouraged by this 
kind gesture. With that encouragement, Jyotirao Phule took a 
courageous decision to start a school for girls in Osman Shaik’s house. 
On | January, 1848 Jyotirao Phule started a school for girls with the 
name INDEGENOUS LIBRARY with the active cooperation of Osman 
Shaik and Fathima Shaik in the premises of Osman Shaik’s house and 
created new history. 
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pe. | 
FATHIMA SHEIK - SAVITHRI BAI PHULE] 


FATHIMA SHAIK BECOMES 
THE FIRST STUDENT 


No sooner had Jyotirao Phule taken the decision, than Fathima 
Shaik became the first student of the school to learn Marathi language. 
Along with Savithribai Phule she learnt Marathi language and other 
subjects. She gained enough knowledge in Marathi to teach the language 
to others. As the subjects in that school were different and attractive 
when compared to other schools, there was a good response from the 
communities it was meant for. As it was a girls' school, men did not 
come forward to work in that school. Initially, parents refused to send 
their children to the school as they believed that learning to read and 
write was the first step for girls ‘to get spoiled’. They feared that they 
would fall from virtue if they got education.(‘Adhunika Bharatha Tholi 
Mahila Teacher Savithribai Phule’, (Telugu) B.M.Leelakumari, Durgam 
Subbarao, Sathyashodhak Voice, Kurnool,2020, page.9) 
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In those unfavourable conditions, there was a scarcity of teachers 
to teach in the girls' school. It became difficult for Savithribai alone to 
teach in the school. There was need for woman teachers from non- 
brahmin castes to teach in the Jyotirao Phule’s girls' school. As there 
were no educated women in those castes, it became impossible to find 
women teachers to teach in the girl’s school. Then Fathima Shaik 
came forward to render voluntary service as a teacher in the school. 
Jyotirao personally gave teacher training to Fathima Shaik who decided 
to teach in the girl’s school. He conducted the training programme on 
his own after visiting Teacher Training Institutes run by Missionary 
schools in Ahmednagar and other areas and observing and 
understanding the teaching processes followed there. 


He established a Teacher Training Institute called Natural School 
in order to give training to Savithribai Phule and Fathima Shaik. (‘Sant, 
Mahathma, Vicharak aur Islam’(Hindi) Compilation:Somnath Deshkar, 
Sandesh Prakashan, Poona,2014, page.44) Jyotirao Phule personally 
gave the teacher training to Savithribai Phule and Fathima Shaik. After 
the completion of the training, Savithribai Phule and Fathima Shaik 
started teaching the children coming to the school. It is notable that the 
duo taught in the same school where they studied. 


Gradually, communities that were intially against education 
developed interest in it as the subjects taught in Jyotirao’s school were 
way different from those taught in Missionary schools or Gurukulams 
run by ‘superior’ castes. Consequently there was a gradual increase in 
the number of girls and boys joining the school and Jyotirao Phule 
started more schools in various areas. 


TRAINING IN THE TEACHER TRAINING 
INSTITUTE OF AHMEDNAGAR 


At that time Jyotirao Phule felt that the training he had given to 
Savithribai and Fatima Shaik was not adequate. ‘When he intended to 
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start a school for girls, Savithribai underwent a training in order to get 
eligibility to work as a teacher in the school along with a young Muslim 
woman.(Social Revolutionary Savithribai (Telugu), a compilation of 
essays, Essay ‘ Best Teacher and Leader’ by Gale Amvet, translated 
into Telugu by Kathyayani, Hyderbad Book trust,2017,page 28) 


After that Savithribai Phule and Fathima Shaik underwent “Teacher 
training in Madam Cynthia Ferare Missionary School in Ahmednagar. 
They both appeared for an entrance examination and passed it in order 
to get admission in the Teacher training Course in that school. Savithribai 
Phule and Fathima Shaik underwent full-fledged training from that 
Training Institute.(Fatima Shaik aur Chandbibi, Dr. Nasreen 
RamzanSyed, Jaid Publications House,Pune, 2018.page.11). In those 
days it was an adventure for a woman, that too a Muslim woman, to go 
to Ahmednagar from Poona for education. (Social scientist Savithribai, 
Sangisetti Srinivas, forum for Concerned BCs, Hyderabad, 2020). 


THE FIRST MUSLIM WOMAN TO 
UNDERGO TEACHER TRAINING: FATHIMA 


In that way Savithribai and Fathima Shaik underwent Teacher 
Training which was compatible with modern education and returned to 
Poona after acquiring the certificates. Thus they were the first woman 
teachers with full-fledged teacher training from a Teacher Training Institute 
recognised by the government.(Urdu Text book for 2nd class, 
Balabharathi, Maharashtra Government Publication, Pune, 2013, 
page.60) After that Savithribai and Fathima Shaik together started 
teaching in the school started by Jyotirao Phule. 


Fathima Shaik , who joined Jyotirao Phule’s school as a student 
and learnt Marathi and underwent teacher training, started discharging 
the duties ofa teacher in the same school where she was once a student. 
Fathima Shaik created history by becoming the first Muslim woman to 
undergo teacher training and acquire a certificate from an authorized 
Institute recognised by the government. Thus she is acclaimed as the 
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first Muslim woman teacher of modern India who acquired, besides 
her traditional religious education, the certificate stipulated by the 
government and became eligible to teach on par with Savithribai Phule 
who is renowned as the first woman teacher of modern India. 


FATHIMA VOLUNTEERS TO TEACH 

Savithribai Phule and Fathima Shaik volunteered to work as full- 
time teachers in accordance with the action plan of Jyotirao Phule. 
Jyotirao Phule , who took a step forward with the aim of educating 
Shudra and Athishudra and Bahujan communities particularly girls, was 
facing a severe financial crunch. His financial condition was quite crtical. 
Savithribai stitched quilts for some time to eke out a living. 
(Bharathatheel paheeeli musalman sikshak: Fathima Shaik, Dinakar 
Vishnu Kakade, Sanghamithra Publications, Meeraz, 2019) He was 
not in a position to pay salaries to the teachers in the school. So there 
was a need for selfless and committed teachers who could volunteer 
their services for teaching the students belonging to weak and backward 
sections and to take forward Jyotirao Phule’s aim unhindered even in 
such a dire situation. (Kranthijyothi Savithribai Phule, Dr. Tahera Shaik, 
Adil Publications, Pune, 2000, page. 58) In such a situation Savithribai 
Phule and Fathima Shaik came forward to fulfil the educational needs 
of Shudra, Athishudra communities without expecting any remuneration 
from the school committee. 


FATHIMA BEGINS HER CAREER 
AS A TEACHER 


Fathima Shaik was thus committed to teach adults and students 
belonging to weak and backward communities in the school started by 
Jyotirao Phule who was facing difficult social and financial problems. 
In the company of Jyotirao Phule and Savithribai Phule she gained a 
good understanding that a society in crisis can usher in reforms and 
transformation only by knowledge gained through education and started 
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teaching students belonging to dalit-bahujan communities. She devoted 
all her time for spreading education with the encouragement from her 
brother Osman Shaik, under the guidance of Jyotirao Phule and in the 
company of Savithribai Phule. Fathima Shaik started her career as a 
teacher with the aim of spreading education after she decided to espouse 
the cause spearheaded by Jyotirao Phule and Savithribai Phule. 


Although the schools started by Jyotirao Phule were mainly intended 
for the girls of dalit-bahujan communities, poor girls belonging to 
Brahmin, Christian and Muslim families also were given admission in 
them. So, Fathima Shaik, Savithribai and Sagunabai made efforts to 
admit girls belonging to poor Brahmin, Christian and Muslim families in 
their school. 

Fathima Shaik, along with Savithribai and Sagunabai , was deeply 
committed to light the lamps of education among girls in spite of the 
traditions, customs that restricted the girl child education. In that way 
Fathima Shaik became the first Muslim woman to teach in modern 
India.(Social Scientist Savithribai, Sangisetti Srinivas, Forum for 
Concerned B.Cs, Hyderabad, 2020) 


DOMINANT CASTES CREATE TROUBLES 

Society in those days did not encourage women education. People 
used to think that it was enough for girls to learn whatever they can at 
home. They sent their boys to schools but girls did not have that 
opportunity.(Urdu Text Book for 2nd class, Balabharathi, a publication 
of Maharashtra government, Poona, 2013, page. 59). In such an 
atmosphere, things like Jyotirao phule starting a school for educating 
weak and backward sections and girls; and Savithribai and Fathima 
Shaik coming forward to teach in the school angered the elders of the 
dominant castes. They hatched plans to cause troubles to Jyotirao Phule 
and party who were not following the traditions and customs of the 
caste and religion and disobeying the restrictions and orders issued by 


32 


Syed Naseer Ahamed 


them. Their actions ranged from bad mouthing to physical attacks. 
‘Orthodox Brahmins propagated that Jyotirao phule and party spelt 
doom for all the people by educating the lower castes. Moreover, they 
brought together all the Brahmins against this.’ (Social Scientist 
Savithribai, Sangisetti Srinivas) 


FATHIMA ENDURES OPPOSITION 
FROM HER OWN COMMUNITY 

Muslim community of those times too had its share of social 
restrictions on women. In those days Muslim families used to engage 
private teachers to make their girls learn Arabic and Persian languages 
at home. ‘Women in Muslim families used to be educated in their 
homes.’(Kranthijyothi Savithribai Phule, Dr. Tahera Shaik, Adil 
Publications, Poona, 2000,page.56) The restrictions on women in 
Muslim families had been in existence for a long time. Some orthodox 
Moulvis objected to even boys, besides girls, pursuing modern English 
education. In such a scenario it was unimaginable to think of girls 
coming out for education. 


It was an adventurous action on the part of Fathima Shaik to go 
out of her home to teach in a school and to go from door to door to 
admit boys and girls in the school. For orthodox people it was 
objectionable behaviour. So Fathima had to face opposition from her 
owncommunity. Keeping in mind the conditions prevailing in those 
days, we cannot say how much support she got from Muslim society 
but there is every reason to assume that she must have faced opposition 
like Jyotiba couple.(Kya Aap Fathima Shaik Ko Janthe Hein?(Hindi), 
Conversation by B.B.C. journalist Iqbal Ahmed with Historian, 
Subhash Gathade, | January, 2017) 


Founder of Aligarh Muslim University Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, 
Bhopal Begum Sultan Jahan Begum and educationists like Rokhaya 
Shekawat Hussain too faced the troublesome situations of restrictions, 
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FATHIMA TEACHING IN A CLASS ROOM 


hurdles and sanctions in their lives. Only 9.83% of Muslims and 0.69% 
of Muslim women were educated as per census 1901. Ifthat was the 
social opposition against women-education among Muslims during 
1900, it is easy to imagine how harder it in 1848. 


FOUNDATIONS LAID FOR 


*‘BETI PADAVO? MOVEMENT 

Fathima had to face opposition from the leaders of dominant castes 
who were hell-bent on perpetuating the sanctions of the caste system 
on one hand and adversity from orthodox Moulanas and Moulvis of 
her own community on the other hand but she did not step back in the 
difficult atmosphere of restrictions. With great courage she started 
meeting people explaining them the necessity of education and asking 
them to join their boys and girls in the school. She undertook ‘educate 
the girl child’ campaign by meeting the families of girls and requesting 
the parents to provide education for their daughters. She went from 
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door to door and persuaded parents to send their girls to school. (Urdu 
Text book for 2nd class, Balabharathi, a publication of the Government 
of Maharashtra, Poona, 2013, page.60) Hence it may be said that 
Fathima Shaik laid the foundations for ‘Beti padavo’ movement way 
back 170 years ago. 


With these actions of hers Fathima Shaik also became the target of 
the leaders of dominant castes. They began to discuss the actions of 
Fathima Shaik along with those of Jyotirao Phule and Savithribai Phule. 
They were enraged at the actions of Fathima Shaik who fearlessly and 
uninterruptedly went ahead with her activities under the guidance of 
Jyotirao Phule and in the company of Savithribai and Sagunabai. They 
started thinking of creating hurdles in the way of Jyotirao and his 
followers. They conducted meetings and discussions against Savithribai 
and Fathima Shaik and plotted evil designs to control the duo. Unmindful 
of what was being plotted against them, the duo went ahead with 
teaching on one hand and education- campaign on the other hand 
together with Sagunabai. 


POSITIVE RESPONSE FOR FATHIMA’S 
REQUESTS 


Fathima Shaik wanted to provide modern English education to 
Muslim girls also along with the girls belonging to Athishudra and shudra 
communities. So she started making efforts in that direction under the 
guidance of Jyotirao Phule and in the companionship of Savithribai 
Phule. Jyothirao Phule admitted poor girls belonging to not only Hindu 
religion but also Muslim and Christian religions in the school started by 
him. Hence there was an opportunity to join Muslim girls also in 
Jyotirao’s school. Fatima visited the houses of Muslims and started 
persuading the parents of girls. Though Moulvis and Mullahs in the 
Muslim community of those days were opposed to women education, 
she did not heed to their objections and sanctions and went to each 
house in every street to explain to them the necessity of education for 
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girls and to request them to send their girls to school. Her efforts bore 
fruit as people started responding positively. (Sathyasodhak Fathima 
(Marathi article) Dr, Shamshuddin Thamboli, Muslim Sathyasodhak 
Pathrika, Editor: Dr.Shamshuddin Thamboli, July-August 2020, Pune, 
page.46) 

As aresult of the campaign undertaken by Fathima Shaik, Muslim 
boys and girls started joining the school launched by Jyotirao Phule. 
An incident which is said to have happened one day in one of those 
schools stands testimony to this: one day a person came into the class 
room where Savithribai was teaching and he alleged that a student 
named * Mohammed’ had beaten his child and said angrily that he 
would beat that boy in turn. Savithribai Phule handled that angry person 
very tactfully and sent him away by persuading him professionally. .( 
‘Adhunika Bharatha Tholi Mahila Teacher Savithribai Phule’,(Telugu) 
B.M.Leelakumari, Durgam Subbarao, Sathyashodhak Voice, Kurnool, 
2020) This incident makes it clear that Muslim boys and girls also 
were coming to study in those schools and also reveals the persuading 
abilities of Savithribai Phule. 


FUTILE ATTEMPTS TO CREATE HURDLES 

Leaders of higher and dominant castes declared that the attempts 
being made by Jyotirao Phule to educate Shudra and Athishudra castes 
were against traditions. Pursuant to that declaration they decided to 
stall the attempts of Jyotirao and his followers. In accordance with 
that decision they started making attempts to obstruct Jyotirao and his 
followers physically. 

As a part of their obstructive actions they resorted to stop 
Savithribai Phule and Fathima Shaik on their way to school. At the 
behest of the leaders of the higher castes some unruly elements used to 
create obstacles in their way. They stood on their way to school and 
heckled them. They also resorted to some indecent actions. Not 
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stopping there, they even pelted stones at them. (Urdu Textbook, 
Second Class, Balabharathi, Maharashtra government publication, Pune, 
2013, page.60) 


The unruly elements had the audacity to throw mud and night soil 
on the clothes of Fathima Shaik who was rendering great service to 
the society by working shoulder to shoulder with Savithribai Phule with 
the noble aim of spreading education among the forgotten communities. 
. (Sathyasodhak Fathima, Dr. Shamshuddin Thamboli, page46) ‘Besides 
throwing cow dung water and mud on her, they used to make obscene 
comments on her...women also took part in the attacks’. (Social scientist 
Savithribai, Sangisetti Srinivas, Forum for Concerned B.Cs, Hyderabad, 
2020) As Fathima Shaik remained unperturbed in the face of all these 
atrocious acts and was prepared not to leave Savithribai’s hand in 
educating the girls of Athishudra and Shudra communities, she had to 
face atrocities instigated by the leaders of dominant castes many times 
along with Savithribai Phule. 


RELENTLESS DETERMINATION 


SURMOUNTS ALL HURDLES 

The atrocities perpetrated by unruly elements at the behest of the 
leaders of dominant castes failed to shake the determination of Fathima 
Shaik and Savithribai Phule but strengthened it further. Savithribai Phule 
and Fatima Shaik faced the atrocious acts of unruly elements with 
confidence and courage. As a colleague of Savithribai, Fatima Shaik 
went through all the troubles with enduring courage and walked along 
with her. There was no dearth of occasions when leaders of dominant 
castes questioned unfairly and commented Savithribai Phule and 
Fathima Shaik indecently while they were taking children to school 
after persuading parents. The two woman teachers went on doing 
their work peacefully unperturbed by the atrocities. Along with 
Savithribai who gave suitable replies to the unruly elements with 
confidence and courage when they resorted to physical attacks on them, 
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Fathima Shaik also bore all the troubles with equanimity and went ahead 
with determination. (Sathyasodhak Fatima, Dr. Shamshuddin Thamboli, 
page46) 
FATHIMA SHAIK WALKS ALONG WITH 
SAVITHRI BAI PHULE 


Undaunted by the hurdles created by the dominant castes Jyotirao 
Phule started five more schools for girls and a school for adults in Pune 
by 1849. Initially Savithribai was the only teacher in the school but 
with the arrival of Fathima Shaik the burden on her got lightened. 
After that Jyotirao established several schools outside Pune also and 
had them organised by local committees. 


Starting with girls school Jyotirao gradually established adult school 
and teacher training school. Then he started an ‘ashram’ for women 
widowed at a young age because of child marriages. When women 
widowed at a young age became pregnant for any reason, Jyotirao 
and Savithribai attended such women during child birth and joined such 
children in ‘Balahathya Prathibandhaka Griha’ which he started on 12 
July, 1953 to protect children born to such women. In order to carry 
out this activity, Savithribai Phule and Fathima Shaik underwent training 
in midwifery. In 1954 Jyotirao started a night school for labourers and 
farmers and Fathima Shaik extended her direct or indirect cooperation 
to all such activities under taken by Jyotirao on humanitarian grounds. 
(Sathyasodhak Fathima (Marathi article) Dr. Shamshuddin Thamboli, 
July-August 2020, Pune, page47) Fatima Shaik participated in all the 
institutions and social service programmes undertaken by Phule couple 
as a teacher, as a social worker and as a reformer without expecting 
any rewards. 


FATHIMA SHAIK AS THE HEAD MISTRESS 
In 1856 Savithribai fell seriously ill. On account of illness she had 
to go to her parental home in Naigaon in Khandala taluk, Satara district, 
Maharashtra. On that occasion additional duties of teaching in Jyotirao’s 
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schools, organizing various programmes and supervising fell on 
Fathima’s shoulders. As Savithribai’s stay at her parental home had to 
be longer than expected, Jyotirao Phule appointed Fathima as the 
Headmistress and entrusted her additional responsibilities of supervision 
and administration of the school in Poona besides teaching. Fathima 
Shaik ably discharged the responsibilities and was praised by 
Savithribai. Fathima Shaik created history by being the first Muslim 
woman to become not only a trained teacher of modern India and the 
first Muslim lady teacher of modern India, but also the first Muslim 
Headmistress of modern India. (Sathyasodhak Fatima(Marathi article) 
Dr. Shamshuddin Thamboli, July-August 2020, Pune, page. 47) 


SAVITHRIBAP?S LETTER BREATHES LIFE 
INTO THE HISTORY OF FATHIMA. 

In 1856 Savithribai had to be in her parental home for many days, 
as she did not recover from her illness. Even while suffering from illness, 
her mind was always occupied with the thoughts of their schools. She 
had immense confidence in her colleague Fatima Shaik’s abilities and 
she was peaceful without any anxiety. 


But there was a worry in her mind that her colleague Fathima Shaik 
who had been supporting them in all their programmes was presently 
overburdened because of her illness. That is why she expressed the 
same. As a woman who had seen Fathima Shaik’s nature, style of 
functioning, and administrative ability from close quarters, she was 
confident that Fathima Shaik would discharge her duties efficiently 
without grumbling and Savithribai expressed this opinion very clearly 
ina letter. 


THE LETTER DATED 10 OCTOBER, 1856 

When she was in her parental house Savithribai wrote a letter on 
10 October, 1856 to her husband Jyotirao who was in Poona. In that 
lengthy letter she discussed the social conditions of her native village 
Naigoan and the discussions she had with her brother. In the end she 
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mentioned about her health, ‘My health is completely restored. During 
all these days of illness my brother looked after me very caringly. The 
care he had taken and the service he had rendered made me feel the 
immensity of his love for me.(Samajika ViplavaKarini Savithribai 
(Telugu), Vyasasamputi, Vyasam:Jyotibaku Savithri Rasina 
Premalekahalu, Vyasakartha: Sunil Sardar, Telugu Anuvadam: 
Kathyayini, Hyderabad Book Trust,2017, page.49) 


Then while comforting her husband Jyotirao Phule not to worry 
about her, she made a mention of the administration of their schools. 
By that time in 1856 Jyothirao had established five schools in Pune and 
15 schools outside Pune. Savithribai and Fathima Shaik had been 
supervising the teaching and administration of these schools under the 
guidance of Jyotirao Phule. Now that Savithribai had to be away from 
Pune for many days due to her illness, all the burden of administration 
and teaching in all those schools fell on Fatima Shaik. 


Savithribai understood how burdensome it was for Fathima, in her 
absence, to do alone the work which they both together did. Thinking 
of the increased burden of teaching and school administration on 
Fathima Shaik and the critical situation of herself not being able to go 
to Pune she wrote in that letter like this: ‘I will come to Pune as soon as 
Ihave completely recovered. Please don’t be worried about me. This 
must be causing a lot of trouble to Fatima. But I am sure she will 
understand and won’t grumble.’ Thus Savithribai expressed her 
confidence in Fathima that she would deliver on her responsibilities 
well. She comfarted her husband by saying that Fathima would 
understand all the things well and take good care of the administration 
of the schools.(Samajika ViplavaKarini Savithribai (Telugu), 
Vyasasamputi, Vyasam: Jyotibaku Savithri Rasina Premalekahalu, 
Vyasakartha: Sunil Sardar, Telugu Anuvadam: Kathyayini, Hyderabad 
Book Trust,2017, page.49) 
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FATHIMA AND SAVITHRI BAI APPLEAING THE PEOPLE 
TO SEND THEIR CHILDREN TO SCHOOL. 


In the first volume of the famous book WOMEN WRITING IN 
INDIA: 600 BC TO THE PRESENT, published under their joint 
editorship, renowned writers Susie Tharu & K. Lalitha quoted that 
part of Savithribai’s letter at page 213, * I will come to Pune as soon as 
Ihave completely recovered. Please don’t be worried about me. This 
must be causing a lot of trouble to Fathima. But I am sure she will 
understand and won’t grumble.’ From this it becomes very clear that 
Fathima Shaik discharged the duties of teaching and supervision in the 
schools responsibly and efficiently in the absence of Savithribai 


SAVITHRIBAI PRAISES FATHIMA 
Savithribai had immense confidence in Fathima Shaik’s abilities 
with regard to teaching and school administration in the schools started 
by Jyotirao Phule. She knew pretty well that she could deliver on the 
responsibilities efficiently. So itis not unnatural that she wrote, *... This 
must be causing a lot of trouble to Fathima. But I am sure she will 
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understand and won’t grumble...’ to her husband Jyotirao in order to 
comfort him. 


These sentences (written by Savithribai, the first woman teacher 
of modern India, about Fathima Shaik, her comrade in the movement 
for the spread of education among Shudra and Athishudra castes) gain 
a lot of significance, importance and historical value in recording the 
history of Fathima Shaik parallel to that of Jyotirao Phule and Savithribai 
Phule and are helpful, though belatedly, for bringing to light the history 
of the services rendered by Fathima. 


These sentences stand as the main evidence to reveal authoritatively 
to the world the history of the educational and social services rendered 
by Fathima Shaik who had been with Phule couple in all their activities, 
organisations and institutions. If these two valuable sentences had not 
been there in the pages of history, ifthey had not been available, history 
of Fathima Shaik would not have probably seen the light of the day. 


Similarly, neither the history of Munshi Gafar Baig, who paved the 
way for continuation of Jyotirao’s education by persuading Jyotirao 
Phule’s father Govindarao when he discontinued Jyotirao’s education, 
nor the history of Osman Shaik, who provided shelter to Phule couple 
when they were driven out of their house by Jyotirao’s father 
Govindarao Phule, would have been revealed to the world, if these 
two sentences had not been available. 


DELAYED POPULARITY OF 


THE HISTORY OF PHULE COUPLE 

Jyotirao Phule and his wife Savithribai Phule wrote profusely. They 
composed poetry, wrote books and published them. They wrote several 
letters to the British officers, organizations and institutions of those days 
and submitted several reports to them. They spoke in several 
conferences and meetings. That is why all their writings and utterances 
are all safe in files and the history of Phule couple is also securely 
recorded in those files. Though people of Pune and surrounding areas 
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are aware of the activities of Phule couple to some extent, those activities 
came belatedly under the purview of researchers and historians. 


Though the history of Mahathma Jyotirao Phule couple was 
recorded in governmental and non-governmental files and history books 
of the history of their peerless services started becoming popular in 
Maharashtra only after 1926. After 1939 their history became more 
popular through the books of renowned historians and researchers 
such as Poolwanthibai Jodage, Dr. M.G. Mali, Dr. K.P. Deshpande 
and Prof. Hari Narke. 


People of states other than Maharashtra came to know the History 
of Jyotirao Phule and Savithribai Phule only after 1980 i.e., 60 years 
after it became popular in Maharashtra. When books on Phule couple 
were translated from Marathi into English several Telugu writers started 
translating them into Telugu. Dr Katti Padma Rao (2008), Durgam 
Ravindar, Durgam Subbarao-B Leela Kumari (2020) and others 
published book on Phule couple in Telugu. (Social scientist Savithribai, 
Sangisetti Srinivas, Forum for Concerned B.Cs, Hyderabad, 2020) 


In that way translations and books by several writers on the histories 
of Jyotirao Phule and Savithribai Phule, on their activities and on their 
works were released. Innumerable articles and booklets were also 
released. Original books were also published. In this way it took 
more than 150 years for the history of Phule couple and their movement 
to become familiar to Telugu people. 


FATHIMA ON PAR WITH SAVITHRIBAI 

As aresult of the awareness among dalit-bahujan communities 
caused by the literature thus published, social historians began to write 
on the back-drop of the movement of Jyotirao Phule along with the 
history of the movement led by Phule couple. It was only after that the 
history of Fathima Shaik started to be discussed on academic platforms 
along with the history Phule couple. After dalit-bahujan activists have 
started taking Jyotirao Phule and Savithribai Phule as their icons while 
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THE LEADERS OF HIGHER CASTES QUESTIONING 
FATHIMA SHAIK AND SAVITHRI BAI PHULE WHEN 
THEY WERE TAKING GIRLS TO SCHOOL. 


organizing democratic struggles on the issues of their communities, they 
started giving space to Fatima Shaik on par with Phule couple. In all 
their programmes all over India these activists started exhibiting the 
picture of Fathima Shaik beside the pictures of Jyotirao Phule and 
Savithribai Phule. As the speakers in such programmes also started 
mentioning the names of Fathima Shaik and others along with those of 
Phule couple, Fathima Shaik’s name became more popular. 


Gradually it has become a convention for activists, historians, writers 
and artists of dalit-bahujan communities to start all their agitational 
programmes by remembering their icons- Mahathma Jyotirao Phule 
and Savithribai Phule- and reflecting on the history of these great souls. 
Mentioning the history of Fathima Shaik with respect and admiration 
has become a part of these occasions. Exhibiting Fathima Shaik’s picture 
beside the pictures of Phule couple with great respect helped Fatima 
Shaik’s history become known to people gradually. Besides mentioning 
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Fathima Shaik’s name every time they mentioned Savithribai Phule’s 
programmes, speakers, activists, researchers, historians, writers, poets 
and artists began writing about her. With this Fathima Shaik’s name 
which has hither to been hidden in the pages of history books gradually 
started coming out to be known to the world. As it has become 
customary in all the encampments of dalit-bahujan agitations to exhibit 
the picture of Fathima Shaik beside the picture of Savithribai, Fathima 
Shaik’s history started spreading into general public from the confines 
of the dalit-bahujan communities and became more popular. 


Some new political parties that have recently come into existence 
made mentions of the Phule couple repeatedly. With the aim of 
garnering the votes of bahujan, dalit and Muslim communities leaders 
of all these parties started praising the services rendered by Fathima 
Shaik while remembering the sacrifices made by Phule couple . They 
inevitably exhibited the picture of Fathima Shaik beside the pictures of 
Jyotirao Phule and Savithribai Phule. In the meetings and conferences, 
in addition to remembering Fathima Shaik, they went a step ahead and 
often mentioned the help extended by Osman Shaik (Fathima Shaik’s 
brother) and Munshi Gafar Baig(teacher) to Jyotirao Phule in his 
childhood and when he started schools. With this the history of Fathima 
shaik and others started becoming more popular. 


PAUCITY OF FILES ON 


FATHIMA’S HISTORY 

As Fathima Shaik’s history has been forgotten for about 150 years 
and as files and books of those days were not adequately available, 
information obtained through oral communication is the only basis for 
writers and researchers. Mentions of Fathima Shaik, Osman Shaik 
and Munshi Gafar Baig have not yet been found either in the books 
and files of Phule couple or those of their friends and contemporaries 
after the mentions made about Fatima Shaik in the letters written by 
Savithribai Phule to her husband. 
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Till today files or writings or reports written by Fathima Shaik herself 
have not yet been unravelled. Hence Fatima Shaik’s complete history 
with evidences has not yet been available to historians and history 
researchers. After a little of her history had been available, history 
researchers, historians, writers in Maharashtra are trying hard to extract 
more information related to her history. 


Maharashtra government also is doing its bit by funding projects 
undertaken by Maratha Intellectuals to delve deeper into the history of 
Fatima Shaik. Historians, history researchers, writers and poets 
belonging to Muslim community along with those from dalit-bahujan 
communities are making a beeline to Pune and are making efforts to 
find out new facts about Fathima Shaik and to reveal the authoritative 
information to the world. 


THE PHOTO THAT REVEALED HISTORY 


While the sentences written by Savithribai Phule about her colleague 
Fathima Shaik were immensely useful in revealing the history of Fathima 
Shaik, the photo depicting Sagunabai, Savithribai and Fathima Shaik 
together with some boys and girls becoming available is further useful 
in constructing her history. This photo revealed to the world the costumes 
as well as the features of Savithribai and Fathima Shaik. This photo is 
the basis for the colour photos of Savithribai Phule and Fathima Shaik 
popularly available not only in India but also all over the world. It is on 
the basis of this photo that artists are painting pictures of Savithribai 
and Fathima Shaik in various ways and bringing them available to 
people. 

This photograph reveals not only the close friendship between 
Savithribai and Fathima Shaik but also their equal status. If we notice 
Savithribai and Fathima Shaik being seated in chairs side by side in the 
photo, it becomes clear that they were teachers enjoying equal status. 
In this way this historically important photograph reveals to the world 
not only their features and nature but also their close relationship and 
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THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE 


PHOTOGRAPH 

There is something special behind the way how the photograph, 
which has acquired historical importance, came to be available. That 
special thing confirms the authenticity of the photograph. Mr. 
Naseeruddin, a journalist working in the Hindi department of BBC 
News, acknowledged how he got the photograph while narrating the 
story of Fatima Shaik in Hindi under the caption, ‘Fatima Shaik, 
Savithribai ke saath vanchithon ke sikshith karnewali mahila’ 


The BBC journalist Mr. Naseeruddin in his article published in 
Hindi on 13 September, 2020 vide the web link https:/www.bbe.com/ 
hindi/india-54069860 acknowledged the source of the historically 
important photograph. 

“There is a picture in ‘The Complete Works of Savithribai Phule’. 
In that picture beside Savithribai is seated another woman. That woman 
was none other than Fathima Shaik. The Photograph is the biggest 
proof to the fact that umen must be Fathima Shaik and Savitri Bai. But 
where is the proof to say that this picture is authentic?. Dr. M.G. Mali 
revealed a great piece of information in the book “The Complete Works 
of Savithribai Phule” which was published under his editorship. 
Savithribai’s picture was printed in ‘Majur’ paper published from Pune 
many years ago somewhere between 1924 and 1930. R.N. Lad was 
the editor of the paper. Dr. M.G. Mali got this picture from D.S. Jogde. 
D.S. Jogde also worked as the editor of ‘Majur’ for some time. Dr. 
Mali got most of the information related to this picture from Jogde. 
According to M.G. Mali, ‘A rare photograph was printed in the famous 
book written by a missionary named Lokande. That photograph and 
the picture printed in ‘Majur’ look identical. Savithribai’s picture was 
painted on the basis of the photograph. A book written by Proffessor 
Leela Pande titled’ Maharashtra Karthavyashalini’ was published in 
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FATHIMA SHAIK GOING TO SCHOOL ALONG WITH 
SAWITHRIBAI PHULE 


1966. In that book a drawing was printed. There was no difference 
between the drawing and the photo. I observed several other pictures 
along with that picture. Eknath Palkar of Pune too had some negatives. 
Jogde got this negative from him. From that negative the pictures of 
Savithribai Phule and Fathima Shaik became available. This is a rare 
picture developed from the hundred year old negative. I got this picture 
from that negative.’ Hadn’t this picture been available, we wouldn’t 
have got even Savithribai’s shadow let alone her picture. The picture 
of Savithribai we are seeing is this. It is this picture which declared that 
Fathima Shaik is also ahistorical character like Savithribai, gave life to 
the history of Fathima Shaik, brought and stood her in front of us.” 
Along with this explanation, in an article under the caption * Ancient 
house in Poona and Women who created history’ BBC journalist 
Naseeruddin brought before the readers vividly some more physical 
things that bear witness to the historical role played by Fathima Shaik 
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of that day. He wrote that there is a mention of Savithribai and Fathima 
Shaik in addition to the picture of both the women on the name board 
in the front of the house in which Jyotirao Phule started the first girl’s 
school in those days. 


Thus Journalist Naseeruddin helped construct the history by giving 
vivid details about how the hundred year old picture, which has been 
instrumental in revealing to the world the great services rendered by 
the historical persons of those days, became available and by handing 
to the present generation the rare pictures of Savithribai Phule and 
Fathima Shaik. Naseeruddin goes on to note the fact that the people 
of Pune are protecting the first school started by Jyotirao Phule and 
remember with respect Savithribai and Fathima Shaik, the first teachers 
who taught the boys and girls in that school. History lovers, history 
researchers and historians are delighted at this. 


WHAT HAPPENED TO FATHIMA 


AFTER 1856? 

What happened to Fathima Shaik after it was written about her in 
Savithribai’s letter in 1856 is not known. No files or letters bearing 
mentions about her have yet been unravelled. It looks peculiar that no 
mentions about a great woman like Fathima Shaik who, besides being 
amember ofa well-to-do family, was the first Muslim woman in modern 
India to have undergone official teacher training in modern English 
education, the first Muslim woman teacher in modern India and the 
first Muslim Head Mistress in modern India. She was a social worker 
who, besides teaching, rendered services as a volunteer in several social 
service organisations launched by Savithribai Phule and Jyotiba Phule. 
It is even more peculiar that the place of Fatima Shaik in the histories 
of those organisations is not revealed yet. 
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WAS FATHIMA SHAIK MARRIED? 

What happened to Fathima Shaik who is considered to be a woman 
of about the same age as Savithribai Phule after 1856? As an answer 
to this question Dr. Shamshuddin Tamboli, a historian from Pune 
declared that she got married and that Jyotirao Phule and Savithribai 
Phule performed that wedding. In ‘Muslim Sathyashodhak’, a paper 
published under his editorship, he narrated this in a detailed way. He 
narrated that Phule couple themselves performed that dowryless ideal 
wedding 


Dr. Shamshuddin quoted Mr. S.M. Mushreef, former Director 
General of Police, who revealed this in his foreword to the book, 
‘Bharathatheel Pahili Musalman Shikshak: Fathima Shaik by the 
renowned writer of Meeraz, Maharashtra, Dinakar Vishnu Kakade 
(Sanghamithra Publications, Meeraz, 2019), (Sathyashodhak Fatima 
Shaik (Marathi article), Dr. Shamshudddin Tamboli, page,47) 


Speaking to this writer on 17-9-2020, Dinakar Vishnu Kakade 
acknowledged that there was a mention about Fathima Shaik’s wedding 
in his book. Dinakar Vishnu Kakade and Dr. Shamshuddin revealed 
that Fathima Shaik had moved to her in-law’s place after the wedding 
and on account of this no details of her life have been available. In the 
absence of any authoritative evidence to this piece of information, its 
authenticity is yet to be confirmed. 


PLENTY OF ORAL INFORMATION 
Though there is nothing available in the form of official files, there 
is plenty of information in the domain of oral communication. Regardless 
of the authenticity of the oral information, several writers, historians 
and history researchers are writing novels, poetry, articles and books 
describing the features and attitude of Fathima Shaik. People outside 
Maharashtra come to know at least something about Fathima Shaik 
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because of these books. Maharashtra Government keeps her history 
alive by mentioning about her in their official files and by incorporating 
lessons about her in the school text books. 


BIRTH AND DEATH OF FATHIMA SHAIK 

On the basis of this oral information people of not only Pune but 
also Maharashtra believe that Fathima Shaik was born on 21 
September, 1832 and that she passed away on 9 January, 1900. It is 
also said that she was born on 9 January 1831. Several voluntary 
organizations and people are celebrating her birth and death 
anniversaries on the dates they deem it correct. For the past several 
years several Institutions, social organizations, dalit-bahujan 
organizations and political parties have been celebrating Fathima 
Shaik’s birth and death anniversaries without any hesitation about the 
dates and every year it is widely communicated in social media. In the 
Telugu states, 9 January, 1831 is believed to be her date of birth. It is 
notable that there is no authentic evidence for these dates in the form 
of either files or books. 


HISTORICAL INJUSTICE TO 
FATHIMA SHAIK 


It may be said that historical injustice was done to Fathima Shaik 
who went ahead with the great aim of lighting the lamps of knowledge 
among the girls belonging to all communities including dalit-bahujan 
communities withstanding the opposition from the religious orthodoxy 
and adverse social conditions and restrictions prevailing in the society 
170 years ago and extended her cooperation in full measure to Jyotirao 
Phule and Savithribai Phule. Fatima Shaik who took an enthusiastic 
bold step to educate Shudra and Athishudra communities and their 
boys and girls also tried hard to educate the girls of her own community. 
Her attempts in doing so also gave good results. 
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Intellectuals who evolved from Athishudra and shudra communities 
in those oppressive conditions tried to unravel and record every detail 
in the history of Jyotirao Phule and Savithribai Phule. Still such attempts 
are going on. It is not understood why intellectuals, historians and 
history researchers belonging the community of Fatima Shaik did not 
make such attempts. It is not known whether such attempts, if at all 
made, did not bear fruit. 


There are allegations that some people are obstructing such attempts 
to reveal the history of Fathima Shaik. Keeping the allegations apart, 
the Muslim community need to introspect as to what it has done in this 
regard. It is sad that efforts were not made to record the history of 
Fathima Shaik, who set for herself a great aim and got modern 
education, acquired the eligibility to teach and came forward to volunteer 
her services to teach as the first Muslim woman teacher and the first 
Muslim Headmistress in the arena of modern education in India, at 
least by her own community. 


MY ATTEMPTS TOO WERE 
DISCOURAGED 


When I came to know a little bit about Fathima Shaik during my 
regular study in 2019, I thought of writing about her. I started giving 
shape to that idea. Then I contacted a friend of mine in Maharashtra, 
who was a writer and researcher of history, for information. He 
discouraged me saying it was wrong to say that there were no teachers 
from Muslim community before Fathima Shaik and bombarded me 
with questions as to how it can be claimed that Fathima Shaik was the 
first Muslim woman teacher in modern India. Then I did not have any 
authoritative information about Fathima Shaik to answer his questions 
and I gave up my plan of writing a book on the history of Fathima 
Shaik. 


Again this year I wanted to write about Fathima Shaik and contacted 
some historians in Solapur, Maharashtra and sought information about 
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160 year old rare photograph of Saithribai Phule, Fathima Shaik and Sagunabai. 
Students of the school can also be seen in the picture. 
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Fathima Shaik from them. Again I encountered the same questions 
as I faced earlier. This time I was armed with some authoritative 
information about Fatima Shaik and when I made a convincing case 
with that information that she was the first Muslim woman to have 
undergone official teacher training in the field of modern education in 
India and mentioned other specialities of Fathima Shaik, they kept 
quiet and expressed their dissatisfaction saying ‘As you wish’. In 
view of this it appears that historical injustice was done to Fathima 
Shaik not only in Pune but also in the whole Maharashtra state. 


A SURPRISING THING 

Mahathma Jyotirao Phule and Savithribai Phule did write several 
books, numerous letters, submitted a number of representations to 
government officials, sent many reports and built up several files. 
They organized many meetings and conferences and participated in 
meetings and conferences organized by other individuals and 
organisations who recorded their speeches and opinions expressed 
in such meetings in writing. In their writings they made a mention of 
the activities of their co-activists and services rendered by them. It is 
surprising to notice that there is not an iota of information in any of 
these mentions about Osman Shaik who had been greatly helpful to 
Phule couple in the initial stages of their movement. It is even more 
surprising that not even once is found in such mentions the name of 
Fathima Shaik who supervised teaching and administration of Jyotirao 
Phule’s schools and acted as the Head Mistress of a school in place 
of Savithribai Phule when the latter was in her parental home due to 
ill-health. 


Did Fathima Shaik, who was a teacher, social worker and social 
reformer, write anything? Ifshe had written anything, what happened 
to all her writings? Where are they now? Ifshe did not write anything, 
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the question arises as to why she did not write anything. Did she not 
write at least letters to her friends and relatives in spite of being an 
educated woman? Several such doubts and questions arise about the 
non-availability of any material written by Fatima. 


EXTENSIVE SEARCHES AND 
RESEARCHES 


Questions apart, historians and history researchers of Maharashtra 
say that they have not come across any information about any material 
written by Fathima Shaik. As a result, it is generally felt that she did 
not write anything. But several historians and history researchers, 
besides Maharashtra government, are now focussing on Fathima 
Shaik’s history after seeing how the histories of Jyotirao Phule and 
Savithribai Phule are spreading extensively into people after they came 
to light for the first time in 1926. Extensive research is now going on 
to undo the historical injustice done to Fathima Shaik. Efforts are on 
to extract information about Fathima Shaik from all possible sources. 
That the searches and researches undertaken by the government and 
individuals are going on extensively is a happy and welcome 
development. ® 
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APPENDIX 


When I undertook to write ‘The First Muslim Woman Teacher : 


Fathima Shaik’ and was in search of information, an interesting new 
thing came to my notice. I include that interesting information as an 
appendix in this book with the intention of sharing it with the readers. 


Mahathma Jyotirao Phule is said to have written two ‘pawadas’ 
as a part of the literature he had created during his life time. A ’~pawada’ 
may be interpreted as a poem of appreciation. Mahathma Jyotirao 
Phule wrote one such poem on Chatrapathi Sivaji Maharaj and another 
on Prophet Muhammad (Sa). Mahathma Phule composed the second 
poem with the title *Manav Muhammad’. His adopted son Yaswant 
Jyotirao Phule got it published by Subodh Prakashan Press and released 
it in 1891. Then the book was priced at 12 ‘annas’. Later, the poem 
of appreciation (Pawada) was included in ‘MAHATHMA PHULE 
SAMAGRA VANGMAY’ published by the Department of Literature 
and culture, Maharashtra Government under the editorship of Prof. 
Hari Narke (University of Pune, Maharashtra) at page Nos.608, 609. 

The pawada ‘Manav Muhammad’ written by Mahathma Jyotirao 
Phule is very lengthy. In this pawada he wrote about Islam, Prophet 
Muhammad (Sa), Muslims and was highly critical about the social 
conditions of those days, the distress of Athishudra and Shudra castes 
and the oppressive acts of the dominant castes. Renowned Urdu poet 
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Professor Doctor Ibrahim Fiaz of Solapur, Maharashtra translated 
into Urdu and Hindi that part of the pawada which deals with Islam, 
Prophet Muhammad (Sa) and Muslims leaving out the critical parts. 
The Urdu translation found place in the book ‘Nukhushe Javida’. 
Mr. Anjum Zakaria Inamdar (Pune, Maharashtra) sang that Urdu 
translation of the pawada in his mellifluous voice and posted the 
video on You tube. The pawada sung by him can be heard through 
the web link https://youtu.be/BZClaXhTs8c 


In that way the pawada was translated into several languages. 
Renowned writer and Polyglot Abul Foujan (Karimnagar, Telengana) 
translated that pawada into Telugu in 2017. Abul Foujan and I 
discussed and reviewed the translation and gave a final shape to it in 
2020. Lincluded that Telugu translation of the pawada along with its 
Urdu and Hindi translations in this appendix. 


Mahathma Jyotirao Phule moved among Muslims right from his 
childhood and mingled with them. When his father Govindarao joined 
him in school several Muslim boys became his friends. Later he 
studied in Scottish Missionary school for some time and after that he 
studied in the Government School in Budhwar wada area of Poona. 
There he developed close friendship with some Muslim students 
along with students belonging to other castes and religions. He used 
to have discussions with them on the comparative merits and demerits 
of Islam and Hindu religions.(Jotirao Phule, Tarkateertha 
Lakxmanshastri Joshi, National Book Trust, India, New Delhi, 1992, 
page No. 7) 

There were Muslim residences in Ganzpet around the house of 
Govindarao Phule, father of Mahathma Jotirao Phule. He was able 
to enter their houses freely along with his Muslim friends. He used to 
take water from their pots on his own without any hesitation and 
drink it. He was able to enter any Muslim house. Nobody ever raised 
any objection to him. (Mahathma Jyothiba Phule (Hayat and 
Karname), Syed Shah Ghajiuddin, Idara Barae Mutalea Wa Tahqiq 
Tarkhe,Deccan, Solapur, 2010, page No, 34) 
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Muhammad (sa) came into the world — 
And turned darkness into light 
He strengthened our relation with God— 
Caused aversion against idolatry 
He said that God is truth and asked us to worship only Him — 
Told us to keep away from untruth 
He told us not to think of imaginary idols — 

Told us to turn our thoughts towards kindness and goodness 
Muhammad (sa) went ahead with justice and faith — 
And the Quran that gives the message of fraternity 
He stressed that there is only one God— 

Said that He is the basis for all creation 
The earth and the sky, the Sun, the Moon and the stars move as 
per his commands, he said 
We are all created by that creator — 

He is the Lord to all and master of all 
None but Him is worshipable — 

None but Him is eligible for worship 
Icame to you with that message — 

And with the gifts of prosperity and success for you 
Muhammad (sa) is the embodiment of reality — 
Muhammad (sa) is the incontrovertible evidence for truth 
Muhammad (sa) said that Allah is great — 

Took Islam into every household 
Muhammad (sa) led a very simple life — 

I would lay down my life for him 
Muhammad (sa)’s heart was full of divine thought — 

His heart was filled to the brim with divine beauty 
Muhammad (sa) erased the differences of ‘you’ and ‘me’ — 
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He took all people to his bosom 
He liberated us from ignorance and decadence — 
Muhammad (sa) made man humane 
Muhammad (sa)’s humanity is great — 
This slogan reverberated in all directions 
There is only one creator and all creation is his — 

All the people of the world are brothers and sisters 
Residents of Mecca did not heed to his word — 
They attacked him indiscriminately 
When the animosities became intensive — 
Muhammad (sa) migrated as per Allah’s command 
Muhammad (sa) got freed from the evil deeds of enemies — 
Made Madeena his place of residence. 
Message of truth blossomed and bore fruit in Madeena — 
The light from Madeena spread all over the earth 
Mughals came to India as rulers — 

They brought here Muhammad (sa)’s message of Monism 
Aryans’ domination had been here for long — 

They considered shudras as worse than beasts 
Muslims made shudras as their own people — 

They respected shudras and took them to their bosom 
Kshathriyas are the embodiment of valour here — 
They all mingled with Muslims as friends 
How they celebrated Holi and Diwali — 

So did they make Muharram their own festival 
True religion binds the hearts together — 

The one that removes hatred from the hearts is true religion 
Under the guise of religion and religious beliefs — 
Some people create discord and often cause riots 
Their own people are aliens in their view — 
Where this attitude leads to is yet to be seen 
Hark to what ‘Jyoti’ says — 

It is better to be cautious with people of this kind 
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Prof. Dr. Ibrahim Faiz's Urdu translation of the PAWADA written originally in 


Marathi by Mahathma Jotirao Phule. 
Prof. Dr. Ibrahim Faiz is a renowned Urdu poet of Solapur, Maharashtra. 
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Prof. Dr. Ibrahim Faiz's Hindi translation of the PAWADA written originally in 
Marathi by Mahathma Jotirao Phule. 
Prof. Dr. Ibrahim Faiz is a renowned Urdu poet of Solapur, Maharashtra. 
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Mr Abul Fouzan's Telugu translation of Urdu version of the PAWADA written 
originally in Marathi by of Mahathma Jotirao Phule 
Mr Abul Fouzan is renowned writer and translator, Karimnagar, Telangana State.. 


B00 s5°5)E (5) (HHowPaS DBywrvo - Dex Bevrosks Avda. 
SSxivrehyS DOMoWA) GSH VG - D[NHOHS Heo Dimys SPAM. 
DSA. D&o, echay sorHossmarnye - @OHSO LHo8 Sxrdore Bosshard. 
ERHSAVDIS DMSO GID SBays - Den HModSaro GIP sasren MQ ossayw. 
LovsPrsyS (%) SQ-Dayros Snot aprev - WErS Ss, Hod Sosy goss SBert. 
YASS SLE wD SB) SsryBoart - DQsosGBs Sos SPTErsSooW. 
Prsrysrsren, LPUsols S¥eren - wos wapxnarab DONA aA. 
© DYRSS Reread Dimvow-waos Dogo (HgbA), WoSHS cheasird wat. 
Soo THE BQ) HOSE sorgngen srt - ech SH aossdr worgse edge srt. 
© LoGSSd BXv¥D dd SAH Ham - nS So (Sar PHOS SAS Serj. 
LOPSYE (S) HPHASSH DewSeh Ursso - ssa (S) aoorarns BHMSD PE S0. 
were BPE HHED Lossy (S) SOsr%\ - goBoer sqrod SwsrayS (6) BOS. 
LoowsraiyS (5) KGart 8 araiory EDSO — 98 HMxPAdnd So wbyodoXn MPS AP [arev0. 
SoosrsyS (9) MoRVldow BSerdss GOGH -AwsrayS (S)HoSxy Vos BS Posegab Goad. 
SeroHary LnosrxyS(S) Gorassvrart -SSywxvoxd SRSA LoosPrsy5(S) HrBHoayw. 
@eESO, OS HSPO X08 Dxv¥o Bert - M929 Hd Esvoxator) SoosrsinyS (8) 
LoosPAyS (S) SwShSeo SBrsioed tedoh - SewhSyer Ss Dartio H¥HOod. 
DHAsS axe, DA ©ow ecose - D&sexoow aS6SS% Oe SHS. 

DSS SDSryerxoon eas Sore MSSH-DA{ODErP SwsxrsHyHS) H SYaryeo AAowrd. 
BEQO SEO BSSSHSAY LH - wearer ado dtd So% Ber) SnosPsy5(6). 
SOHo HA eyo 08 Swsrsiy5(S) DAFA ciorgto - Sobarxo Sovsrsiyd (6) eardio SoHaryv. 
Ddars® Ses0S So DESBOB, VODODOG - HAar X08 Bent 2D wow agDoHos. 
Bsssos Sorieven PoSenry Sepyv - Smet) DSS HodwA) SHEraPyo. 
SBEOSE DoS s@orr eHosos Baw -r[Khen HHH Sar SrSxiod art epHorrrt. 
EPG) SmQHoen Sioarsorr Brwayw - SDD Sr) SH MHoBosH Seay. 
FOOS FBdtnoen ass BBdwraren - SmHhowk stow AHS DOrre. 

SO, BardQ) PGer advwHayS’ - SY SokAD Svar SHArY dha. 
DSAVOD SOO8 NVQs Bo - Bearers SPS DSpHos BHO. 

MS0,ms Daxaroxo we DeyHd - Med Soxs8en DRO SStir HG gos MODS. 


Regsioen Sorc a6 HS Horanard - D HOSPAjKQS® aH Ss BHO SrarOyod. 
BHen SHGo!) ‘SB’ BIO DSos*dh - sero} OH arise socstra shoos*dd. 


Syed Naseer Ahamed 


After the completion of his school education, Mahathma Phule 
wanted to wage a war, together with his friends , for the freedom of 
the motherland. He started making efforts in that direction too. During 
those days he attended the wedding of a friend and took part in the 
wedding procession. People belonging to dominant castes were 
enraged at his presence in the procession and upbraided him in foul 
language and made him leave the procession. When he narrated this 
bitter experience to his father Govindarao, he tried to convince him 
that all that was natural and that people of lower castes should abide 
by the restrictions, objections and sanctions imposed by higher castes. 
After experiencing such abominable conditions prevailing in society, 
he thought that fighting for freedom from social slavery was mosre 
important than fighting fo freedom from political slavery. When he 
realized that it was only through education that freedom from social 
slavery is possible, he started his journey in the direction of social 
movements. 


When Jyotirao Phule and Savithribai Phule decided upon their 
journey in the direction of social movements, three Muslims— Munshi 
Gafar Baig, Osman Shaik and Fatima Shaik - played a crucial role in 
the initial stages of their personal lives and in their movement. When 
young boy Jyotirao’s schooling was discontinued by his father, it was 
Munshi Gafar Baig who helped him rejoin the school. When Jyotirao’s 
father Govindarao was angry at his son’s starting a school for the girls 
of Athishudra and Shudra castes and drove Phule couple out of his 
house, it was Osman Shaik who came to their rescue and provided 
shelter for the couple. When Phule couple started making efforts for 
the universalization of education and for educating girls, it was Fatima 
Shaik who appreciated their endeavour and came forward to help 
them. These incidents and the social environment he grew up helped 
him develop a positive attitude towards Muslims, Islam and Prophet 
Muhammad (Sa). 


It was under the influence of that positive attitude that he wrote a 
pawada titled ‘Manav Muhammad’. In that pawada he lauded Islam, 
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Prophet Muhammad (Sa) and Muslims and in his books he praised 
them profusely. Ina fictional argument between a Brahmin and a Shudra 
in ‘Satsar-1’ , Jyotirao Phule makes the Shudra say, ‘ Is our duty only 
to serve you? When we want we will adopt Christian or Mohammadan 
religion for our convenience’ and issue a warning. (Mahatma Jyothiba 
Phule (Hayat Aur Karname), Syed Shah Ghaziuddin, Idara Barae 
Mutalea Wa Tahqiq Tarkhe Deccan, Solapur, 2010, Page No.79). 
In ‘Sarvajanic Sathya Dharm’ he says, “ ...freed the enslaved Shudra 
classes...ate in the same plate, had marital relationships and gave all 
rights.’ (Mahatma Jyothiba Phule(Hayat Aur Karname), Syed Shah 
Ghaziuddin, Page No.79) In his books such as ‘Kashkar.Ka.Tajia’, 
‘Sarvajanic Sathya Dharm Pusthak’, and ‘Gulami’ he not only praises 
but expresses agreement on several social practices while discussing 
religious and social practices of Muslims. 


Mahathma Jyotirao Phule did not stop with praising Islam, Prophet 
Muhammad(Sa) and Muslims. He debunked the wrong ways of 
Muslim rulers, Muslim populace and religious leaders of Islam. He 
welcomed and praised positive aspects of Islam and Muslims and in 
the same breath he exposed their defects and historical wrongs and 
remarked that they had forgotten the messages of Islam such as social 
equality and being partial to the suffering people. (Mahatma Jyothiba 
Phule(Hayat Aur Karname), Syed Shah Ghaziuddin, Page No.80) 


He assailed the Muslim rulers in India that they indulged in luxuries 
forgetting the tenets of Islam such as social equality and fighting for 
the suffering people. In ‘Sarvajanik Sathya Dharm Pusthak’, he says, 
‘Muslims have forgotten their aim. They are immersed in dances and 
songs. They are intoxicated in luxuries and comforts. This angered 
the creator... and ended their power and arrogance. He made the 
English sit in place of Muslims (rulers).’ (Mahatma Jyothiba Phule 
(Hayat Aur Karname), Syed Shah Ghaziuddin, Page No.81) Thus 
Phule expressed his anger at the ways of the Muslim rulers of the day. 
Criticisms apart, the pawada ‘Manav Muhammad’ in which Phule 
heaped praises on Islam, Prophet Muhammad(Sa) and Muslims 
remains significant in the history of his literature. ® 


64 


BV™PS (Mo@Pen 


BOOKS IN TELUGU : 

01. SnQoen-Gosn~yS (WHxre-swHaren), Lr©os Gu SoG ESH03¥, oxvar{oz Sods, 
HodrSrjos Gxdseoen, grdorerS, 2003. 

02. Porgy DMHSsrSed PH[Berow, saedHo%we3, Sawrwo 2 lw SowS XB, Rocke 
QoS, AS wos, arysoe SEE, Beth oxardos sayaoa, PrdorerS mF OH, 
2017. 

03. MeroAs, Sores Spd, wxoardso s Deavrd orsoatos, FrsorarS awSlog, Prsorerd, 
2018. 

04. Soxstary BBS Ld SoSs Sdsev, Bear oxardso s S68 wAss, ResorerG 
anSlog, grdorerS, 2018. 

05. Litter) SBS 8, SSoadd 85, Sent oxvardio s YS O.Dackh eSB, PrsorarS 
nSlog, grdorerd, 2018. 

06. eid erdS SH Morar BLE SD Beran ps, 9.00. berd8/So8o Soaryorsy, 
Hsp SSE aPone, Storyen, 2020. 

07. BAS PoSH TDMGarcv,SoAsB GVHH, Mo $5 SHHE ALS, grcsorarS, 2020. 

ARTICLES INTELUGU: 

01. SHO god SSS Hiss SDI Serow HP, 8. Awch7PS, AS ASHBY, 
03-01-2015. 

02. Srss PEO SBBQHoren PD(Berow Sp, Mr dersossteg 9, BOSS S O55 (8S, 
02-01-2016. 

BOOKS IN ENGLISH : 

01. Jotirao Phule, Tarkateertha Laxmanshastri Joshi, National Book Trust, 
India,New Delhi, 1992. 

02. Women Pioneer In India's Renaissance, Edited by Sushila Nayar and 
Kamla Mankekkar, National Book Trust, India, New Delhi, 2005. 

03. Women Writing in India 600 B.C. to the Early Twentieth Century Vol 


ume-I, Edited by Susie Tharu and K. Lalita, The Feminist press, 
Newyork, 1999. 


65 


THe First Musuim Woman TEACHER oF MoperN InoiA : FATHIMA SHAIK 


04. Understanding Caste: From Buddha to Ambedkar and Beyond Omvedt, 
Gail, Orient Blackswan. New Delhi, 2011. 

ARTICLES IN ENGLISH : 

Ol. Why Indian History has forgotten Fatima Sheikh but remebers 
Savitribai Phule, Mr Dilip Mandal, 9 Jan, 2019. 

02. Fatima Sheikh : The women who reshaped Indian education with 
Savitribai Phule, Mrs Vandana Menon, 9 Jan, 2018. 

03. Fatima Sheik & Savitribai established the school for Girls in 1848. 

04. Rememebering Fatima Sheik - A women lost in History/Indian Women 
in History, Mr Aga Khan, 22, Jan, 2017. 

05. How India's Muslim Woman Teacher started 'Beti Padavo' Move https:/ 
/prabohnteem.blogspot.com/2013/10/blog-post_25.htmlment in 19th 
Century, Mr Rinchen Norbu wngchuk, 19, Sepetember, 2018. 

06. Remembering Fatima Sheikh, the first Muslim teacher who laid the 
foundation of Dalit-Muslim unity, Siddhant Mohan14 April 2017 

BOOKS IN URDU : 

01. SoBSB DA Berow Hrd, SXE srsrcr HE, HS HOSHS, Spar, 2000. 

02. Loxstary BOws Spd (SrairS BE svoysh), SabyS arse TPABDOS (wesSE5), Saerd 
wah Swwddir a SHOE wb SYS, MervpS, 2010. 

03. Dror} SO WS ps, (SxbdrE BS odd), oss S85 SoerdS Sad5, 
SSPSPA SOELH, SrSwd, 2015. 

04. archer DB aon Hd, HKG S85 SoS SakyS, SHrSrd HYSAH, Ardrv5, 
2015 

05. PBSr QE LE woh), w¥E M85 Soe SakyS, wzonG HSS) GH, spa, 
2018. 

06. ede PSDHSO, Boss SEAB, eroardss, Hstorg Org_iadsyo [HrdBeo, Dar, 
2013. 

BOOKS IN MATATHI: 

01. ePrERaS Bird Sseorys 885s PBSe OE, ASE dQ SSE, Somos HOSAS), 
58, 2019. 

02. Dror} pS WSS (oS, Hoareihen 2 56 SKB - 3.8.H¢8, Hostorgy rays B¥esr 
Deh Holeod, Soro, 1991. 

ARTICLES IN MARATI: 

01. ADVO HSH SE, Bars SS, SoVo HESSHOSS WKS, Bpar, aS -eixy 2020. 

02. SossPorg Ores eds HSS, APHH|GBS, Ssitorg (gos HeoSeo, SG), 2020. 


66 


Syed Naseer Ahamed 


BOOKS IN HINDI: 


01. 


40S, Leiba, DSE BE advo, SoSoE 2 Bevarh BEE, NOSES (HErPHS, Spar, 
2014. 


Websites : 


01) 
02) 
03) 
04) 
05) 
06) 
07) 
08) 
09) 


10) 
11) 


12) 
13) 


14) 
15) 


16) 
17) 


18) 
19) 


20) 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fatima_Sheikh 
https://www.mpositive.in/tag/fatima-sheikh/ 
https://theprint.in/report/fatima-sheikh-reshaped-indian-education- 
savitribaiphule/27603/ 

https://www.cosmopolitan.in/life/features/a 18062/remembering- 
fatima- sheikh-forgotten-feminist-and-first-muslim-woman-teacher 
https://www.thebetterindia.com/159719/fatima-sheikh-beti-padhao- 
phule-education/ 
https://www.sabrangindia.in/article/remembering-fatima-sheikh-first- 
muslim-teacher-who-laid-foundation-dalit-muslim-unity 
https://www.bbc.com/hindi/india-54069860 
https://feminisminindia.com/20 1 7/06/22/fatima-sheikh-essay/ 
https://www.shethepeople.tv/sepia-stories/fatima-sheikh-muslim-femi 
nist-forgotten-history/ 
https://velivada.com/2020/01/09/remembering-fatima-sheikh/ 
https://sabrangindia.in/article/remembering-fatima-sheikh-first- 
muslim-teacher-who-laid-foundation-dalit-muslim-unity 
https://prabodhnteem.blogspot.com/2013/10/blog-post_25.html 
https://www.livemint.com/Leisure/DmR 1fQSnVD62p4D3eyq9mO/ 
The-life-and-times-of-Savitribai-Phule.html 
https://velivada.com/2020/01/09/remembering-fatima-sheikh/ 
https://www.mynation.com/video/lifestyle/here-are-lesser-known- 
facts-about-fatima-sheik-first-muslim-woman-teacher-of-india-px23 gb 
https://www.facebook.com/CUG382030/ 
https://www.shethepeople.tv/top-stories/opinion/womens-education- 
india-pioneers-savitribai-phule-fatima-sheikh-anutai-wagh/ 
http://www.anindianmuslim.com/2016/09/great-women-reformers-of- 
india-savitri.html 
https://prabodhnteem.blogspot.com/2013/10/blog-post_25.html 
(Hindi) 

https://www.bbe.com/hindi/social-38494018 (Hindi) 


67 


THe First Musuim WomaN TEACHER OF MODERN INDIA : FATHIMA SHAIK 


Youtube Channels : 


01) 
02) 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dwp_ZDds3yQ (Hindi) 
https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=wODTV-JJ18U (Kannada) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F9G7XtgsoY w (English) 
https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=6yLG7_pTLgE (Hindi) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1 8cluYnYvOM (Hindi) 
https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=pn3 | fotJ21M (Hindi) 
https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=UsMIRpmRebI (Hindi) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kssMkTO2nTE (English) 
https://hindi.mynation.com/video/news/unsung-story-of-fatima- 
sheikh-who-fought-for-women-education-pxb84f (Hindi) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w7-obnliyX8 (Telugu) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y2CKJMepdzQ (Telugu) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3f1 KQGX0vy4 (Hindi) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=etAgHagOWgyY (Hindi) 
https://www.youtube.comwatch?v=etAgHagOWeY list 
=RDCMUCX000s TaSb3194 HxqF -pcog&start_ radio=1#t=38 (Hindi) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dwp_ZDds3yQhttps:// 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dwp_ZDds3yQ (Hindi) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X UXxHfFK qwe (Hindi) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1 8cluYnYvOM (Hindi) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ck75j14DkPE (Hindi) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfO BtpGd4ec&feature=youtu.be 
(In Marati language with English version) 
https://youtu.be/BZClaXhTs8c (Urdu) 


Sincerely acknowledge that some of the pictures found in the 


pages 33, 40, 43 of this book were taken from BBC News Portal (Hindi) 


68 


THANK YOU 


My heartfelt thanks to the following personalities who helped 
me in different ways during the preparation of the THe First Mus- 
LIM WoMAN TEACHER OF Mopern InpiA : FATHIMA SHAIK 

Prof. Praveen Ghodeswar (Yashwantrao Chavan 
Maharashtra Open University, Nashik, Maharashtra), Prof. Umesh 
Bagade, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, 
Maharashtra), Prof. Hari Narke (University of Pune, Maharashtra), 
Dr. M.G. Mali (Pune, Maharashtra), Mr. Somnath Ramachandra 
Deshkar (Journalist, Times of India, Pune, Maharashtra), Mr. Dinakar 
Vishnu Kakady (Pune, Maharashtra), Dr Sayyed Nasreen Ramzan 
(Pune, Maharashtra), Prof.Zaheer Ali (University of Mumbai, 
Mumbai, Maharastra), Dr. Tahera Shaik (Pune, Maharashtra), Mr. 
Sayyed Shah Wayez Ahmed (Adv. Ghaziuddin Research Centre, 
Solapur, Maharashtra), Mr. Shams Ur Rehman Alavi (Journalist, 
Nagapur, Maharashtra), Mr. Sarfraz Ahmed (Solapur, Maharashtra), 
Mr. Arif a Shaikh (Jalgaon, Maharashtra), Dr. Khazi Ragikoddin 
Riyajoddin (Jalgaon, Maharashtra), Mr Anjum Zakaria Inamdar 
(Pune, Maharashtra), Prof. Sandeep Yadav (Delhi University, Delhi), 


Dr. Katti Padmarao (Ponnuru, AP), Mr.Bhuvanagiri 
Venkata Krishna Purnanandam (Guntur, AP), Dr. Guduru Seetha 
Mahalakshmi (Vishakapatnam,AP), Mr.Durgam Subba Rao 
(Vijayawada, AP), Dr. Swaroopa Rani Challapalli (Acharya 
Nagarjuna University, Guntur, AP), Mrs. Haleema Sadiya 
(Vijayawada, Krishna Dist., AP), Mr. Abdul Wahed (Geeturai, 
Hyderabad, Telangana), Mr. Shaik Karimullah (Poet, Vinukonda, AP), 
Dr Shajahana Begum Mohammad (Poetess, Hyderabad, Telangana), 
Mr. Yusuf Baba (Poet & Writer, Hyderabad, Telangana). Mr. 
Noorbasha Rahamthulla (Writer, Polakampadu, AP). 


- SYED NASEER AHAMED 
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f am very much thankful to the friends who helped aie 
a lot by translating into Telugu / Hindi / English several 
Urdu / Marati books and articles I had to consult for 
writing this book 


PROF. SHAMSHUDDIN TAMBOLI 
(President: Muslim Satyashodhak Mandal, Pune, Maharashtra) 


MR SALEEM IBRAHIM SHEIK 


(Sandesh Library, Pune, Maharashtra), 

DR. MOHD. SHAKIL TAJ MOHAMMAD JAFARI 
(Writer, Poet, Social Activist, Manchar, Pune Dist., Maharashtra). 
MR. ATAULLA KHA RAFIK KHA PATHAN 
(Writer, Social Activist, Tunki, Buldana Dist., Maharashtra), 
MR. ABUL FOUZAN 
(Writer, Karimnagar, Karimnagar Dist., Telangana), 

MR. JABIR MOHAMMAD 
(President: Islamic Research & Educational Society, Chandole, 
Guntur Dist., Andhrapradesh), 

MR. KOTHAPALLI SHAIK FARHATHULLAH 
(Hindi Pandit, Founder : Kamal Saheb Memorial Hindi Bhavan, 
Kadapa, Kadapa Dist., Andhrapradesh). 


- SYED NASEER AHAMED ) 
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SYED NASEERAHAMED 


Mr. Syed Naseer Ahamed was born on 22 
December, 1955 (As per official Records 01-08- 
1954) in a farmer’s family in Purini, a village in 
Nellore district, Andhra Pradesh. His mother was 
Syed Beebijan and his father Syed Mera Mohiddin. 
Mr Naseer had his primary education in Purini 
and further education in different places like Kavali, 
Narasaraopet, Bhopal, Chitradurga and Guntur. 


Mr. Naseer gave up government job to practice law. There upon 
working as a reporter for UDAYAM, a Telugu daily, he rose, in a span of 
ten years, to the level of News Coordinator in its Vijayawada edition. Later 
on he worked for a period of Six years as Newa and Legal coordinator for 
Siti Cable Network Private Limited (Vijayawada), looking after its News 
Net work and Legal matters. After that he joined in VAARATHA, a Telugu 
daily, as a News Bureau Incharge of its Guntur edition. He took voluntary 
retirement from the job in 2004 and dedicated himself completely to Travel- 
Research-Writing-Publication and Campaign activities. 


Though he started writing since his school days his poems were 
first published in 1975 in MARO PRAPANCHAM,, a hand written monthly. 
Later several of his short stories, cartoons were published in 1976 in several 
Telugu monthly magazines such as Pragathi, Jayasree and Jyothi. Since 
then many of his poems, songs, short stories and hundreds of political, 
social, literary, historical essays, reviews and cartoons have been published. 
He worked with his friend VSR Avadhani in running a hand written monthly 
magazine MARO PRAPANCHAM and BHERL. He extended his service as 
honorary and associate editor to various periodicals published by several 
social organisations. He edited and published INDIA a monthly from 2006 
to 2011. 


He started writing books from 1998 on THE ROLE OF MUSLIMS 
IN THE STRUGGLE FOR THE FREEDOM OF INDIA in Telugu language 
and has 14 books to his credit. They are 1. Indian Freedom Movement: 
Muslims 2. Indian Freedom Movement: Muslim Women, 3. Indian Freedom 
Movement: Muslim People’s Struggles, 4. Indian Freedom Movement: 
Andhra Pradesh Muslims, 5. Indian Freedom Struggle: Muslim He roes, 6. 
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Chirasmaraneeyulu (100 life sketches of Muslim Freedom Fighters in brief), 
7. 1857: Muslims, 8. Mysore Tiger Teepu Sultan, 9. Shaheed-e-Azam 
Ashfhaqulla Khan, 10. Aksharasilpulu (Directory of 333 Muslim Writers and 
Poets who are Writing in Telugu). 11. Charithardhulu (Album of 155 Muslim 
Freedom Fighters of Indian subcontinent who fought against British colonial 
rulers from 1757 to 1947), 12. Kuwait Kaburlu, 13. Bismil - Ashfaq, 14. 
Pandit Ramprasad Bismil —Ashfhaqhullah Khan. 15. Kavi Raju Dr. Umar Ali 
Sha, 16. Saviour of Gandhiji : Bataq Miya Ansari, 17. Mahatma Gandhi : 
Muslim Associates and Followers, 18. Azad Hind Fouz : Muslim Warriors, 
19. Moulana Abul Kalam Azad. 20. The first Muslim Lady Teacher of Modern 
India : Fathima Sheik. All his books have been reprinted several times. 


Of these books SHAHEED-E-AZAM ASHFHAQHULLAH KHAN has 
been translated into Urdu. PANDIT RAMPRASAD BISMIL- 
ASHFHAQULLAH KHAN has been published in Telugu, English and Urdu 
languages and altogether 20,000 copies of the book have been distributed 
free of cost in more than 250 towns India wide and in abroad. The album 
CHARITHARDHUYLU / THE IMMORTALS published in Telugu and English 
in 2014 and became popular nationally and internationally and itis published 
in Tamil and going to be published in diffrent languages very shortly. The 
Book SAVIOUR OF GANDHIJI : BATAQ MIYA ANSARI published in 
Telugu, English, Hindi and Urdu in total 21,000 copies and distributed through 
out India. Another book MAHATMA GANDHI : MUSLIM ASSOCIATES 
AND FOLLOWERS is published 12,000 copies in Telugu and Englsih and 
the same is distributed through out India. MOULANA ABUL KALAM AZAD 
is published 3000 copies and distributed in Andhrapradesh and Telangana 
States. The latest Book THE FIRST MUSLIM LADY TEACHER OF 
MODERN INDIA: FATHIMA SHAIK. published 5000 copies and distributted 
in AP, Telangana, Maharastra and Karnataka on REQUEST. And it is released 
in more than 142 Centers in above mentioned four states. 


Mr Naseer Ahamed’s lengthy essay in English INDIAN FREEDOM 
STRUGGLE - ROLE OF MUSLIMS found a place in the collection of essays 
published by Alighar Muslim University. This essay found its place in the 
special souvenirs of several organisations and periodicals. 


With the sole aim of spreading the information about Indian Muslim 
Freedom Fighters, to every nook and corner of not only India but also the 
world, he is organising EXHIBITIONS OF THE PORTRAITS OF MUSLIM 
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FREEDOM FIGHTERS OF INDIA throughout India on invitation of 
different organizations and persons. With the cooperation of various 
organizations and friends NAME STICKERS and CALENDARS with the 
pictures and details of Indian Muslim Freedom Fighters are being printed 
in bulk and distributed among the students and public free of cost. 
BOOKLETS with the information of those freedom fighters who carved a 
niche for themselves in the freedom struggle have been printed in bulk and 
distributed throughout India as a gift to readers with the active support of 
the friends. Visiting card size SPECIAL CARDS, on which pictures of the 
selected freedom fighters with their brief information are being printed in 
bulk and distributed among the interested. 


Mr. Naseer has been sending PDF files of his books free of cost 
since last 12 years to all those who request him for the pdf files of his 
books. So far he has sent by mail, whatsApp, TegegramApp PDF files of 
his all books to more than 20,000 interested readers. He got two WEBSITES 
developed for down loading his works very easily by any one. Naseer has 
been, developing all the ways so that his books on the role of muslims in 
the struggle for the freedom of India reach thousands of readers in India 
and abroad through his websites and BLOGS. Mr. Naseer has been striving 
hard for the past 22 years to popularise the sacrifices of the courageous 
sons and daughters of India among people in general and youth and children 
in particular. Mr. Naseer Ahamed is the only person in India who is writing 
books and articles and propagating by different kinds of novel methods 
and exhibitions for the last 22 years on this exclusive subject i.e THE 
ROLE OF MUSLIMS IN THE STRUGGLE FOR THE FREEDOM OF 
INDIA. 


Mr. Naseer is a multifaceted personality. He is an actor, painter, 
cartoonist, orator, journalist, lawyer and social activist. He has received 16 
awards so far from regional and national organisations. He participated in 
hundreds of international, national and regional conferences, seminars and 
symposia on invitation. Writing with a zeal for democratization of knowledge, 
Mr. Syed Naseer Ahamed aims to contribute his mite as a writer in building 
a secular, socialist, democratic, egalitarian society. 


(His Contact No. + 91 94402 41727, 
Mail : naseerwriter2020@gmail.com ) 
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Tadepalli Mandalam, Guntur Dist., Andhra Pradesh 
Mobile: 94402 41727, Mail ID: naseerwriter2020@ gmail.com 


| 


goes Be - "nGGy Se Waa. praceee sNee 


a HONE! Hed 


2) 
z 
© 
= 
< 
2 
al 
co 
=) 
a 
Li 
1°) 
Ww 
” 
=) 
2) 
= 
a 
<q 
N 
of 


# C-2, Sree Rams Arcade, Amaravathi Road, UNDAVALLI - 522 501 


HP 


